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Dr. Rodger Y. Nishioka will 

preach at both services on Sunday, 

November 1, keynoting the     

stewardship season. He is         

Associate Professor of Christian 

Education at Columbia Seminary. 

Dr. Nishiokaõs ministry focuses on 

equipping pastors to be teachers 

and leaders in the churchõs       

educational ministry. He is       

particularly interested in building a 

congregationõs youth and young 

adult ministries. Our congregation 

will remember Rodger for his        

ene rge t i c  and mean ing fu l          

participation in Phil Brownõs     

ordination in September, 2008. Be 

sure to attend Worship that day to 

welcome Rodger to our church! 

 

 

 

Window to the World September-October 2009 
 

2010 Financial Commitment Campaign  
òéI am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work  
until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.ó  Philippians 1:6 

Exciting Times Ahead 
 

Undoubtedly, this is one of the most exciting times in 

St. Lukeõs 40-year history. We have just celebrated that 

anniversary milestone, reconnecting with old friends 

and recognizing the foundation set by those who have 

faithfully ministered over the past four decades. 

Aligning with the theme for the anniversaryñCelebrate 

our Past, Embrace the Present, and Look to the 

Futureñthe congregation has a focus on the future.  

We are eagerly following the work of the Pastor 

Nominating Committee as they search for the person 

God is calling to serve as our next Senior Pastor, we are 

embracing the newly crafted Mission and Vision statements, and we 

enthusiastically participated in the recent Time & Talent Expo to explore how each 

of us can more fully put our God-given gifts and talents to work in the ministry of 

St. Lukeõs. (See article and pictures from the Time & Talent Expo on Page 3.) 
 

Support for the budget is, of course, a critical component which makes ministry 

possible. The pledges of our members comprise about 80% of the budget and it is 

therefore essential that we have a good view of those pledges early in the budgeting 

process. We anticipate a slight increase over the 2009 budget, as St. Lukeõs 

continues to sponsor innovative and meaningful ministries and programs, and 

retain our exemplary staff. Some deferred maintenance items from 2009 will need 

to be addressed in 2010. Although financial times 

remain challenging, we are reminded how 

blessed we are, individually and as a church. 

 

God calls us to continually grow in our 

faithñthat translates to more study, new 

connections within our church family, a 

deeper prayer life, openness to Godõs call in 

our lives, and, it naturally follows, an increase 

to our financial commitment to the work and 

mission of the church. The Commitment 

Committee encourages you to carefully and 

prayerfully consider how you will support 

your church during 2010. 

Sunday  

November 1st  

Dr. Rodger Nishioka  
preaching at both services 

Church-wide luncheon  
 

Sunday,  

November 8th  

Commitment Sunday 



A Big Thank You to the 40th Anniversary Team! 
 

A BIG THANK YOU to all who made Sunday, September 13 a very special day. It was great to see some of 

our Charter Members in attendance along with Tommie Perry, St. Lukeõs first Director of Youth. Tommie 

certainly saw changes since the days in the old school house. 
 

I hope everyone was able to see the beautiful art work that was displayed around 

the church. We have some very talented people in our congregation and we      

appreciate your sharing your gift with us. Many thanks to Clair Maxwell and 

Ellen Massey for organizing this. 
 

It was a treat to have Pastor Paulo Mendes say a few words during the   

service. He, along with members of the Brazilian Multicultural Fellowship, 

celebrated with us. This Fellowship meets here at St. Lukeõs on the     

weekend. 
 

Have you had a chance to admire the beautiful new Apostle banners that 

were dedicated that day? Many friends and members made it  

possible and we thank you again. The old apostle banners will be 

given to Rev. Tim Bostick for his new church plant in           

Montgomery, Texas! 
 

A big thanks to members of the Atlanta Balalaika Society (ABS) 

for providing the wonderful background music at the reception. 

The ABS will have a concert 

here next spring on March 21. 

The Russian School, which 

meets here at St. Lukeõs on  

Saturdays, also contributed to 

the art show.  
 

We thank Moss Robertson and Rex Sheppard for their foundation, 

Bob Ashworth for his service, Chris Price for his 17 years and now 

Bob Bullock. We especially want to thank our current ministerial 

staff who serve us with love, dedication, and leadership today. I 

would also like to thank you, the Anniversary Committee, whose 

service to St. Luke's spans a total of 165 years: Jennie Burroughs, 

Karleen Buchholtz, Claydene Dunlap, Meredith Klein, Ellen 

Massey, and to the staff ... especially Roby Price. 
 

May God continue to bless St. Lukeõs and watch over us. 
 

Nancy Self, Committee Chair  
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(l-r) Jennie Burroughs,Claydene Dunlap, Nancy Self, 

Meredith Klein, Ellen Massey & Karleen Buchholz 

 

 

Our Mission:  
Responding to Godõs call and        

empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 

invite all to join us in knowing,     

serving, and sharing Jesus Christ 

here and around the world. 

 

Our Vision:  
To be a beacon of faith, hope, and 

loveñevery member an active    

disciple in Christõs ministry. 

As everyone has now seen, St. Lukeõs has a new set of Mission and Vision       

statements that reflect the essence of who we are and why we exist (Mission) and 

where we are going (Vision). Dr. Bullock has preached sermons on them, they are 

now a permanent fixture in our worship bulletin, and they are front-and-center on 

our website homepage (www.slpres.org). But the process is not over, and in fact, is 

just now beginning. Later this fall the Visioning Team will begin to cascade the 

Mission/Vision process out to all of the major groups, teams and committees at St. 

Lukeõs. The goal is to develop an interconnected set of statements that help us 

make consistent decisions and to stay focused on a common set of objectives, both     

spiritual and otherwise. 

 

We know God is at work in and through us and we are excited about what the  

future holds. By staying true to our Mission and by pursing our Vision, we will 

certainly make St. Lukeõs a vibrant family in Christõs church for years to come. 

 

Steve Cashwell 
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PNC Update for St. Lukeõs Highlights 

September 13, 2009 
 

Your PNC is making excellent progress. They have reviewed over 260 candidates so far. Thatõs roughly 3,000 pages of Pastor 

Information Forms. They feel well preached to, via listening to 4-10 sermons each week. 
 

Now, they have completed an initial set of telephone interviews with top candidates.  Typically, all seven PNC members gather 

around Ellen Womackõs dining table to call candidates for 45 minutes.  Reference check calls are also underway. 
 

Over the next 2-3 months, they will be traveling to 

the churches of the top candidates to meet them in 

person and see them in action. Then, they will invite 

the top ones to come one-at-a-time to a weekend 

here at St. Lukeõs. 
 

The PNC is still open to strong additional            

candidates if you would like to refer someoneé

soon. Contact David King or any other PNC    

member. Remember to greet all SLPC guests 

warmly, since candidates are getting feedback on us 

as well.  Please keep our [anonymous!] candidates, 

our church, and the PNC in your prayers. 
 

Finally, the PNC wants you to know that our top 

candidates are very strong and well worth the wait. 

So relax! St. Lukeõs future is very bright. 

 

David King, Chair  

Time & Talent Expo a Success!! 
 

What a fantastic display of all the wonderful ministries currently underway at St. Lukeõs!!  

On Time & Talent Expo Sunday, the Great Hall was full of energy, excitement, and joy as 

close to 100 different volunteer opportunities, and their associated sponsors, came together 

in the name of helping to engage every member as an active disciple in Christõs ministry, 

which is what our new Vision Statement encourages us to do. 

 

A huge note of thanks goes out to everyone who helped to make it a success, which numbers 

in the hundreds, and includes all the sponsors who planned and set up and staffed the displays, the Session and the Diaconate, 

the pastoral staff and the church staff, the clean-up crew, the spouses and   

family members of all those group members who got pulled in to help, and the 

attendees who came to participate.  A special mention of appreciation goes to 

Leslie Berry and the 7:30 a.m. Balloon Brigade, and to Party City for donating 

the helium to float nearly 200 balloons, which provided the crowning touch 

for the festivities. 

 

Finally, we must acknowledge the incredible gifts of time, talent, and         

connection given by the members of the Commitment Committee, without 

whose dedication, creativity, resourcefulness, diligence, passion, energy, and 

drive for excellence the 

Expo would not have 

happened without: Faye 

Cashwell, Jim Giesler, Bob Johnson, Karen McAlarney, Mary Martin, 

Daryl Moore, Wayne Radloff, and Toby Summerliné.thank you, thank 

you, thank you!! 

 

Kay Loerch, 

Committee Chair 
 

P.S.:  Now is the time, in the natural cycle of the four commitment          

cornerstones: time, talent, connection, and financial, to engage in our       

financial commitment campaign (see Page 1).  See you in church! 
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St. Lukeõs Little Saints Preschool & Kindergarten 

Hotdog! We Had Fun At Our Tailgate Party!  

 

     Holiday Shopping Spree 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 4:  9:00 ~ 1:00,  5:00 ~ 8:00   

THURSDAY, November 5:  9:00 ~ 1:00 

* * * *  Our New Location is in the Great Hall  * * * *  
 

Gifts ~ you know you need them! 

Give something unique and support a wonderful cause at the same time!  
 

St. Lukeõs Little Saints Preschool & Kindergarten 
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Faith Journey  
Chosen! Our Faith Journey kids are getting to know some amazing people who were chosen by God for 

a special purpose. We met Joshua in September, weõre learning about Elijah in October, and Jeremiah is 

lined up for November. As we experience these stories through art, science, movies, games, and        

storytelling, the message becomes clear that each of us is also chosen by God to do some very special 

things. 

 

Godly Play  
Friends in our preschool Sunday School class are òwonderingó their way through the fall! Upcoming lessons 

include The Good Shepherd, Creation, Noah, Jonah, Moses, the Exodus, the Ten Best Ways to Live, and 

The Promised Land. Each story stands aloneébut all connect when woven into the fabric of our basic   

Christian faith. 

 

Flabbergasted!  
Our Wednesday night FEAST children are amazed by the miracles of Jesus!  In grades one through three, we have 

multiplied our blessings by making and sharing muffins; weõve created Japanese fish prints to re-tell the story of the 

miraculous catch; weõve concocted òoobleckó to experience what it might have been like for the blind man to feel 

the mud when Jesus made him see, weõve watched miracles unfold onscreen! Our preschoolers have watched 

òwateró turn into òwineó; have made lunchboxes to share their blessings, and created a blind man that gets back 

his sight. Our Narnia kids are having fun with their study of The Magicianõs Nephew, and they love the surprises 

that often come their way! FEAST is obviously a special time, and we are grateful for the members and families 

that support this mid-week ministry.  

 

 

Small t a lk  
from the Childrenôs Ministries of  

St. Lukeôs 

 

 

Want to Share your Faith with Three -Year -Olds? Sign Up Online!  
 

We have a new and improved way for members to help out in worship nursery for 3s! Weõre changing from the Google calendar 

to a system within our own website. Please check it out and tell us when youõd like to connect with these precious children! 
 

Go to church home page at www.slpres.org 

At bottom right of page, click òMember Loginó 

You will be redirected to the òAccess ACSó page and prompted to setup an account  

Once youõve set up your account, return to the ACS homepage and login 

Click òAvailable Serving Opportunitiesó at the top of page under òI Want to View . . .ó 

Peruse the list of open dates for òNURSERY VOLUNTEERó, and select those on which you are able to serve by     

clicking òInterestedó 
 

The administrator will confirm this date, and you will receive a reminder e-mail three days prior to the Sunday you have selected.  

Trunk-n-Treat Time! 
Youõll notice that our orange car trunk is back in the lobby, and itõs filled with          

volunteer opportunities for this popular annual church and community event scheduled 

for Wednesday, October 28. Please stop by and sign up to helpéit would be òscaryó 

without you! This is a great way for ALL church members to connect with the children 

of our church and the community! For more information, please contact Catherine 

Anne, cathomas@slpres.org. 

 

Trunk-n-Treat will begin at 5:00 on October 28 with courtyard activities and a            

òhair-raising hayride.ó The great candy caper will begin at 5:30 sharp, followed by a 

Chick-Fil -A dinner in the Great Hall. All FEAST participants have already paid for 

their dinner as part of the semester fees. (òRegularó Wednesday night adults not associated with FEAST will still have their usual 

meal) Additional  tickets are $5 each, and will be on sale in the lobby on Sunday mornings beginning October 11. Tickets are also 

available at the St. Lukeõs Little Saints preschool desk on weekday mornings through October 27. 

Weõre Passing It On! 

http://www.slpres.org/
mailto:cathomas@slpres.org

