
 

 

 

 

Window to the World 

October 2008 
Dear Congregation, 
 

The Bible teaches that the foundation of           

contentment is the part that the living God plays in 

our finances. To learn to be content we have to 

recognize God as the owner of all our possessions. 

If you believe you own even a single possession, it 

will be reflected in your attitude. 

I love the way the Psalmist puts 

it: The earth belongs to God;       

everything in all the world is His! 
 

But if this is true, then why does 

God need our money? Simply 

put, the major purpose of sharing 

is to benefit the giver. Think of it 

this way, giving is not Godõs way 

of raising money, it is Godõs way of  developing 

character. Money molds people. Depending on 

how it is handled it becomes a blessing or a curse 

to its possessor; either we become the master of it, 

or it will conquer and control us. So God makes 

money a way to test the lives of people, and an 

instrument for molding us into the likeness of  

himself. That is why Jesus said more about money 

than any other single subject - money is an exact 

index to a personõs true character. And thatõs why 

Martin Luther wasnõt far off when he said: òThere 

are three conversions: the conversion of the heart, 

the mind, and the purse.ó 
 

God knows that for us to develop into the people 

he wants us to be, we have to learn to freely share 

our possessions. If we donõt, our natural self-

centeredness will grow to the point of dominating 

us. 
 

This year our Stewardship season will emphasize 

that stewardship touches everything about us, not 

just our money. There are different ways to flesh 

out our commitment and all are important. And if 

our church is going to grow and prosper in Godõs 

service, we will have to have a comprehensive 

approach to faith. But the bottom line, the litmus 

test of commitment, is going to be seen in our lives 

by how we register that commitment with our 

òpurse.ó During the coming transition, St. Lukeõs 

ministry will be aided enormously if it is           

financially healthy. Please begin to think and pray 

about your place in this, and show your ôtrue    

characterõ in your giving. 

 

 

Dr. Chris Price,  

Senior Pastor 

        

 
 

A congregational letter from the  Commitment Committee was sent a couple 

of weeks ago, introducing òa very different kind of commitment campaign.ó  

Youth representative to the committee, Peter Bryant, had a few questions 

about the letter. He spoke with Committee Chair, Kay Loerch, and shares 

the answers to his questions below. 
 

Peter: In the letter, you talked about the departure of Dr. 

Price, Homecoming, and the "Just Imagine" campaign, 

which, as you suggested, would mean that we are headed in 

a new direction as a congregation. At the same time 

though, this could potentially pull people in different                       

directions.  What do you see for the  future? 

Kay: I know that the events of the past year can seem disconnected and even    

disconcerting. This time of transition for our congregation carries with it mixed 
emotions for many of us, ranging from excitement and energy to 
fear and worry.  I truly believe, however, that there is a greater 
force at work that can bring all these events together, like pieces of 
a puzzle, in a way that makes sense and provides us with a clear 
direction. The Commitment Committee has come together around 
the belief that God is, indeed, calling us. It seems that the best 

thing for us to do now, in this time of change and uncertainty, is to go to God in 
prayer, to listen for the nature of our call as a congregation and, just as             
importantly, to understand how each of us is being called on a personal level. 

Peter: You described òa growing desire to develop a 

stronger, more connected, more spiritually supportive sense 

of community within the church.ó This sounds nice, but 

where did the idea come from? 

Kay: this came out of the òJust Imagineó exercise, where 
church members were asked to dream about the future of St. Lukeõs, and was also 
the top priority from the Officersõ Retreat in May. While this idea was already 
surfacing before we learned of Chrisõ plans, it has become even more important as 
we get ready for his departure, the arrival of a new minister, and the next chapter 
in the story of St. Lukeõs. 

Peter:  When you talk about growing closer as a church, what should we do 

as individual members to accomplish this? 

Kay: This is one of the most important questions that we will be 

asking each congregation member to consider as we go forward 
with this broader definition of commitment. Because of the rather       
ambiguous nature of terms like connectivity and community (my 
more engineering-minded friends on the committee tell me this 
sounds a little touchy-feely), it could be easy for someone to         
over-complicate what this means. It is really as simple as opening 

yourself up to the possibility of deeper relationships with your fellow congregation 
members. We all instinctively know how to do that by giving in to what our heart 
urges us to do, for example, reach out to a new member, invite someone to go with 
you to church, show care and compassion to those in need, or help someone find 
their niche in the congregation ð the place where they can make that deeper                  

Continued on Page 3 
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Mark Your Calendars  
 

A new leaf in the story of St. 
Lukeôs will be turned over 
on November 8 and 9.       
ACTUP!  is producing... 
 

Youõre A Good Man,  
Charlie Brown  

 
on its very own Great Hall stage. On    
Saturday, November 8 at 7 p.m. and    
Sunday, November 9 at 2:30 p.m. the   
enduring Peanuts gang will come to life in 
Broadway musical hilarity. Tickets will be 
$10 at the door (limited to 150 seats per 
performance) so get there early. The cast 
will feature St. Lukeôs members and staff, 
as well as individuals from the community. 
See you at the show. 
 

For questions call Glenda Gray at        
770-880-8593. 

REFORMATION HYMN FESTIVAL  

Sunday, October 26 at 7:30 p.m. 
 

In the great Protestant tradition of singing began by Martin 

Luther and celebrated each year as Reformation Sunday, we 

will hold a Hymn Festival led by our own choirs and       

musicians from the congregation. Hymns to be sung will 

include those favorites cherished by St. Lukeõs over our   

almost 40-year history, as well as enduring favorites known 

to Christians the world over. Invite friends and neighbors to join in our musical 

celebration of those hymns that unite  and inspire us as we sing our praises together 

in one voice. 

 

Donõt miss this special music and worship event in the life of our church. Childcare 

will be provided. There will be a reception following. 

This is just a sample of our choirs in action...come see for 

yourself! 

Pictures (l-r) Top: 

Cherub Choir (4 yrs to 1st Grade) 

Wednesdays, 5:15-6 p.m. 

Chapel 
 

Festival Ringers (Adults) 

Mondays, 7-8:30 p.m. 

Bell Room 

Pictures (l-r) Middle Row: 

Westminster Choir (2nd-5th Grade) 

Wednesdays, 5:15-6 p.m. 

Choir Room 
 

Youth Choir (6th-12th Grades) 

Wednesdays, 6:30-7:15 p.m. 

Choir Room 

Picture on the Bottom Row: 

Chancel Choir (Adults) 

Wednesdays, 7:30-9:30 p.m. (Childcare available) 

Choir Room 

For more information about any of our choirs 

or our new Instrumental ensemble, please  

contact Clair Maxwell at 770-393-1424 ext. 

227 or clairmaxwell@st-lukes-pres.org 

Some of the hymns we will sing include: 

              Amazing Grace 

              Be Thou My Vision 

 God Is Here 

 Holy, Holy, Holy       

 Now Thank We All Our God  

 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  

 and More! 

  

  

Come 
Join 
Us! 
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39th Homecoming...Great Memories 
 

What a wonderful trip down memory lane we shared on September 7, as we 

celebrated St. Lukeõs Homecoming.  This 39th anniversary of the founding of 

our church was a morning filled with old friends, lots of St. Lukeõs history, 

and great fellowship. The worship service was an almost-exact replica of the 

first service of St. Lukeõs, which was conducted in the òcafetoriumó of the        

Dunwoody Elementary School (currently the Dunwoody Public Library) on 

September 7, 1969. 
 

A lovely reception followed the service, where friends ate, chatted and        

lingered in the Great Hall until nearly 2 p.m. The success of this day was due 

largely in part to the combined efforts of the Homecoming committee, chaired 

by Nancy Self and included Terry Nall, Ken and Lucy Painter, Bob and 

Jennie Burroughs, and J.J. and Laura Singley. 
 

Next year will signify a major anniversary, our 40th! Make sure to save the 

date now for what is sure to be a celebration to remember! The date will be       

Sunday, Sept. 13, 2009. Please mention it to all your former St. Lukeõs friends, 

as we hope to have a large reunion of our church family. If you have old     

pictures you can share, please get them to Nancy Self.  

Homecoming Committee (l-r) Jennie Burroughs, J.J. Singley, 

Laura Singley, Terry Nall, Nancy Self, Lucy and Ken Painter. 

Flu Shots  

³ 4Sq -TJD½R 
in Room 109  

 

Sunday, Oct. 5,  

8 a.m. to 1 p.m.  OR 

Thursdays in October 
  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

 

Cash or Check accepted (made payable to J.T. Cooper, 
M.D., P.C.) as well as Medicare (Part B) if you are not      
covered under an HMO plan. Other services available. 
Check out the poster on the lobby bulletin board. 

 

personal commitment and find their close 
connection. 

Peter: You referred to a campaign that goes 

òbeyond the wallet.ó Tell me more about that. 

Kay: I am glad you asked that, because the next 

congregational letter gives much more detail around 
the four òcornerstones of commitment.ó To give you 
just a glimpse of what that is about, let me leave you 
with this: besides the traditional financial           
commitment, this stewardship season will encourage 
you to pray about how you are being called to    
commit your time, talent, and personal connection. 
So, stay tuned for the next letter! 

Continued from Page 1 

Stephen Ministers Care! 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of St. Lukeôs who listen, 
care, encourage, and provide emotional and spiritual 
support to people who are facing a crisis or going 
through tough times. The care youôll receive is           
confidential, free, and very helpful. 
 

To learn how youðor a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or 
relativeðcan receive care, contact Rev. Tim Bostick at 
770-393-1424 ext. 234 (timbostick@st-lukes-pres.org) or 
Dr. Laura Strange at 770-392-9285 (lstrange@rti.org). 

òBear one anotherõs burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.ó 
       Galatians 6:2 
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We would just be tickled PINK 

if you would join us for the 
 

6TH ANNUAL  

HOLIDAY SHOPPING SPREE 
 

Wednesday, November 5    9:00 ~ 1:00 

                                                5:00 ~ 8:00 

Thursday, November 6     9:00 ~ 1:00 
 

benefiting 

St. Lukeõs Little Saints 
SCIENCE LAB 

 

Three Cheers for the family Carnival!  
 

Kids of all ages had a fabulous afternoon of fun at our annual Fall Carnival.  Families worked up some serious appetites jumping 

on all the inflatables, riding ponies and playing some wild and crazy games. On top of all that, our crack team of volunteers    

provided appetizing treats of snow cones, popcorn and cotton candy (who knew that Billy Martin was a candy spinning pro???) A 

dinner of hot dogs and hamburgers topped off a great evening. 

 

Thanks to all who volunteered, with a special thanks to Vanessa Poston, who made it such a 

fun-packed day! 
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This is our worship readiness class for 4ôs and 5ôs, 
which meets in Room 119 Sunday mornings after ñTell 
Us Our Storyò at our 11 a.m. service. This class teaches 
our children the whyôs and howôs of Christian worship 
tradition. During the  year, we become familiar with the 
sanctuary, the different parts of worship, including what 
we say and what we sing. Make sure that your 
ñFaithful Friendò attends! Thanks to Kathie 
Chipman and Rebecca Kryshtalowych for   
directing this program. 

Nursery News!  Hereôs a reminder of which age groups 
belong in which classroom at what time! 

 

8:30 Worship      All ages in Room 114 
9:30 Sunday  Infants in Room 113 
        School Little Walkers (12-18 months) in Room 114 
 Big Walkers (18-24 months) in Room 116 
 Twoôs (two by September 1, 2008) in Room 117 
 (NOTE: 3ôs, 4ôs, & 5ôs attend Sunday School in Godly Play in Room 120.)
 They should be picked up at 10:30.) 
11:00 Worship Infants through Twoôs (same as above) 
 Threeôs (brought to Room 120 after ñTell Us Our Storyò) 
 

Questions?...Contact Catherine Anne Thomas, cathomas@st-lukes-pres.org. 

October Sunday School:  Fall for It!  
Help your children to learn that faith grows in all seasons! Join us each Sunday morning from 9:30 am until 10:30 am. 

 

Nursery Friends (Infants, Walkers, and Twos) ï Rooms 113, 114, 116, 117 
 Whether your child needs cuddling or coloring, this is the place to learn that church is a warm and caring place! 
 
Godly Play (Threes, Fours, and Fives) ï Room 120 
Our preschool friends will be ñwonderingò about ñThe Good Shepherd and the Last Supper,ò ñCreation,ò ñNoah,ò and ñthe Exodus.ò  
 
Faith Journey (First Grade through Fifth Grade)  
These students begin together at 9:30 a.m. in ñThe Atticò (also known as the Great Hall stage) for doughnuts, juice, and a special gathering 
time.  They are then dismissed by age group to different destinations each week.  
 

In October, the focus of our journey will be ñThe Burning Bush and Other Symbols of God.ò Weôll experience new discoveries through art, science, 
movies, games, and storytelling. Every week is different, so donôt miss out on the fun! 
 

We are seeking Faith Journey teachers. The time commitment is ONE MONTH OF SUNDAYS and you will teach THE SAME LESSON EACH WEEK 
to different classes. Please sign up on the Faith Journey poster in Sheppard Hall. 

Trunk-n-Treat:   Coming Soon to a Church Parking Lot Near You! 
 

Itôs ba-a-ck! You know what weôre talking aboutéSt. Lukeôs annual salute to candy, costumes, and fall family fun. This 
yearôs Trunk-n-Treat is set for Wednesday, October 29. Hereôs how it works: 
 

Arrive in the Mt. Vernon parking lot (with your costumed children) between 4:45 p.m. and 5:15 p.m., backing into your 
space so that your decorated trunk, truck bed, or tailgate can be seen by all!  Then head into our ñCrazy Courtyardò for 
games, crafts, and other spine-tingling fun! The main ñTrunk-n-Treatò event begins in the Mt. Vernon parking lot at 5:30 
p.m. Costumed children (and adults) will roam from car to car collecting candy from each ñhauntomobile.ò 
 

The  entrance to the Mt. Vernon lot will be closed no later than 5:25, so late arrivals should plan to park on the Manhasset 
Drive side and walk over to join the fun. 

 

After the candy caper is concluded, join your friends in the Great Hall at 6:00 for a Chick-fil-A dinner and even more 
fun! Thatôs when weôll announce the winners of the trunk-decorating and costume contests, so donôt miss the        
excitement.  Details of both contests will be outlined in the October issue of SmallTalk. 

W.O.W.! is back! All children and youth, 

ages kindergarten through high school, are 
invited to ñWorship Our Wayò during the 11 
a.m.  worship hour on October 26th. All are 

invited to sign up in the lobby for service leadership 
positions. 

 

Small t a lk  
from the Childrenôs Ministries of  

St. Lukeôs 

Tru
nk  

Third Grade Bible Sunday 
All St. Lukeôs third graders will be receiving Bibles   
during the 11 a.m. worship service, Sunday, October 
26, which is Reformation Sunday. (This will happen 
before the children continue their worship in W.O.W.!) 
Come and be surprised at how many of these children 
seem to have been baptized as infants ñjust yesterdayò! 

F.E.A.S.T.  
 

FEAST is back in full swing! We have 40 students and 25 adults  
involved in the program this fall, and weôre having a great time. Our 
preschool class is exploring ñBig, Big Godò with music, art, and    
stories. Students in Kindergarten through third grade are learning 
about Godôs Green Earthéwhich includes the story of Creation and 

engaging lessons about how to take care of it. And our Fourth and Fifth graders are         
immersed in an imaginative study of ñThe Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobeò from the 
Narnia series. Thanks to Laura Singley, Katrinka Unold, and everyone who has committed 
time and energy to this important midweek ministry! 


