
 

 

 

Window to the World November-December  2009 
 Our Mission: Responding to Godõs call and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit, we invite all to join us in knowing,    

serving, and sharing Jesus Christ here and around the world. 

Our Vision: To be a beacon of faith, hope, 

and love - every member an active disciple in 

Christõs ministry. 

 

Advent Season Calendar 
 

 

Sunday, December 13 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 Chrismons given to the children by the  
  Presbyterian Women during both  
  services. 
 3-5 p.m. OWLS Christmas Party at the home of 
  JC and Melba Gay 
 4 p.m. Wayne Radloff and the Cherub Choir will 
  be at the Atrium 
 4-5:30 p.m. Middle School Christmas Party at 
  the home of Katie Ryan 
 6-7:30 p.m. Senior High Christmas Party at the 
  home of Chaz Sills 
 6 p.m. Chancel  & Bell Choir Christmas Party at 
  the home of Chris & Glenda Gray 
 

Tuesday, December 15 
 6-7:30 p.m.  Live Nativity with Animals 
  

Friday, December 18 
 7 p.m. Faith & Film, The Polar Express 
 
 

Sunday, December 20τFourth Sunday of Advent 
 5 p.m. Service of Lessons & Carols. Led by all 
 our choirs and organ, come celebrate the birth  
 of Christ through carols and scripture. 
 

Monday, December 21 Christmas Caroling  
 Meet Clair at 6 p.m. in the main lobby 
 

Thursday, December 24τChristmas Eve 
 5:30 p.m.  Family Service where all children may 
  participate 
 11 p.m. Candlelight & Communion Service with 
  string quartet, harp and choirs 
 

Sunday, December 27 
 8:30 & 11 a.m. Worship Services 
 9:30 a.m.  No Sunday School except for Seasons 
  of the Spirit and The Present Word

A Christmas Note from the Senior Interim Pastor 
 

Mesmerized By Christmas 
 

As Christmas approaches each year, I find  

myself mesmerized all over again by Andy 

Williamõs Itõs the Most Wonderful Time of the Year 

and Bing Crosbyõs Iõm Dreaming of a White 

Christmas. Like you, I love the Christmas     

Carols we find in our hymnals. Then too, I was 

recently reminded of the wonderful lyrics 

(author unknown) of the traditional old English 

carol God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, reputed to date back to the 15th 

century. It is considered to be among the oldest carols. Iõm sure 

you know the hymn tune so enjoy it once again! 

Bob Bullock 

 
God rest ye merry, gentlemen 

  Let nothing you dismay 

  Remember, Christ, our Savior 

  Was born on Christmas day 

  To save us all from Satan's  power 

  When we were gone astray 

        O tidings of comfort and joy,  

     Comfort and joy  

     O tidings of comfort and joy  

In Bethlehem, in Israel,  

 This blessed Babe was born 

 And laid within a manger  

 Upon this blessed morn 

 The which His Mother Mary  

 Did nothing take in scorn  

   O tidings of comfort and joy,  

   Comfort and joy  

   O tidings of comfort and joy  

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Commitment Message: You Pick What You Plant!  

Commitment Sunday, November 1st, was a great day at St. Lukeõs, and it laid 

the foundation for the exciting year ahead.  Rodger Nishioka, Associate Professor 

of Christian Education at Columbia Theological Seminary, preached at both  

services on the theme òYou pick what you plant!ó (Relating a hard-learned 

childhood lesson that planting beets does 

not yield chocolate and Paulõs message to 

the Corinthian church that those who 

sow bountifully will also reap           

bountifully.)   If you werenõt in church 

that day you will have a real treat in      

listening to the sermon at http://

slpres.org/sermons.asp. Following the 

11 a.m. worship over 200 people joined 

together in the Great Hall for a pot-luck        

luncheon, using the time of fellowship to 

talk about their own stewardship        

experiences and attitudes. 

As we anticipate the arrival of a new Senior Pastor and as we look forward to 

how God will use St. Lukeõs in ministry and mission in the year ahead, we are 

called to step out in faith and return to God that which is already His. Through 

Sunday, November 15th, over 150 people and families had responded with their 

pledges for 2010.  Thanks for your timely response! This will allow the Finance 

Committee to develop a more accurate budget and for the varied programs at St. 

Lukeõs to begin planning for 2010.  If you havenõt turned in a pledge, please do so 

as soon as possible. 

Make your pledge for 2010!  
 

Easy and confidential ways to communicate your intentions for giving to the 2010 Operating Budget: 
Send an email to commitment@slpres.org. 
Input your pledge on the web site www.slpres.org. Click on the Commitment link in the news 

scroll. 
Return the pledge form to the church office or put it in the offering plate. 

              (Continued from Page 1) 

"Fear not then," said the Angel,  

 "Let nothing you affright,  

 This day is born a Savior 

 Of a pure Virgin bright,  

 To free all those who trust in Him  

 From Satan's power and might."  

 O tidings of comfort and joy,  

 Comfort and joy  

 O tidings of comfort and joy  

5The shepherds at those tidings 

Rejoiced much in mind, 

And left their flocks a -feeding 

In tempest, storm and wind:  

And went to Bethlehem straightway  

The Son of God to find.  

      O tidings of comfort and joy,  

   Comfort and joy  

   O tidings of comfort and joy  

And when they came to Bethlehem 

Where our dear Savior lay, 

They found Him in a manger, 

Where oxen feed on hay; 

His Mother Mary kneeling down,  

Unto the Lord did pray.  

O tidings of comfort and joy,  

Comfort and joy  

O tidings of comfort and joy  

From God our Heavenly Father 

A blessed Angel came; 

And unto certain Shepherds 

Brought tidings of the same: 

How that in Bethlehem was born  

The Son of God by Name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy,  

Comfort and joy  

O tidings of comfort and joy  

Now to the Lord sing praises, 

All you within this place,  

And with true love and brotherhood  

Each other now embrace; 

This holy tide of Christmas  

All other doth deface.  

O tidings of comfort and joy,  

Comfort and joy  

O tidings of comfort and joy  

http://slpres.org/sermons.asp
http://slpres.org/sermons.asp
file://www.slpres.org
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New Friend of Music Patrons: 
Leslie Berry, Kristin Boyle, John & 

Karleen Buchholz, Faye & Steve   

Cashwell, Bob & Joyce Johnson, 

Ferebee & Bob Kaleida, Liz & Gary 

Phipps, Sophie & Luke   Schreiber, 

Jan Slater, and Carol & Ray 

Sweigert. 

 

Hymn Festival: The Chancel Choir, along 

with organ and brass quintet, held a Hymn 

Festival in October celebrating our heritage in 

hymns at St. Lukeõs. Many of the         

congregationõs most beloved and        

meaningful hymns were sung and played 

in various arrangements for choir,  instruments 

and congregation. Interspersed between the 

musical selections were commentary and         

background on either the hymn text or the 

music itself read by choir members. All 

who were there enjoyed it immensely and 

wanted to be able to sing more. This event 

was the first of this yearõs Celebrate the 

Arts series of music outreach programs to 

the congregation and the community. 
 

Organ Recital: Clair Maxwell played both 

pipe organs at St. Lukeõs in a complete 

organ recital featuring the best of both  

instruments. The newly-installed Chapel 

Organ was accompanied by a string    

quartet featuring the music of  Handel and 

Mozart. The audience got an up-close look 

at the instrument and the players in the 

Chapelõs more intimate setting even 

though the seats were filled to capacity. 

After intermission, the audience moved 

into the Sanctuary to hear the glorious 

sounds of Bach, Vierne and Locklair along 

with a few other smaller gems on the    

Sanctuary Organ. It was a delightful       

evening of music-making and fellowship 

for all. 
 

Choirs in Worship: Our choirs have been 

active in leading worship over this past 

month. The Youth Choir led a beautiful 

rendition of òBecome Godõs Storyó for 

Commitment Sunday encouraging all ages 

to actively participate in the life of St. 

Lukeõs congregation. The Festival 

Ringers played two pieces to       

encourage us to be thankful with 

òCome, Thankful Peopleó and     

inspired us with an original piece for 

handbells entitled, òRhapsody.ó The 

Westminster Choir helped us       

celebrate Christ the King Sunday by 

singing about òGod, Who Touches 

the Earth With Beauty.ó Along with 

the Chancel and Cherub Choirs, our 

many talented members continue to 

uplift and encourage us to worship 

God òin spirit and in truthó through 

music. 
 

For more information regarding the Music 
Ministry, please contact Clair Maxwell at 
clairmaxwell@slpres.org or 770-393-1424. 

Music  

Ministry  

Highlights  

New Courses:  
New 10k Peachtree qualifying race 
through Dunwoody Village. 
5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
5k, Fun Run, and Tot Trot.  
 
New Date:  
January 30th is race day! Get your 
matching ear muffs and kilt ready 
to go. We are running with the 
Scottish heritage Sunday          
celebrations for a jam-packed   
fun-filled weekend.  
 
New Goals:  
$30,000 (same as last year) 
слл ǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ όŘƻǳōƭŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎύ 

MissionMiles  

Race Day:  

1-30-2010 

The work we do changes lives! It changes our lives and 
ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ 

alone. How can you help?  
 

REGISTER ~ VOLUNTEER ~ SPONSOR! 
 

www.TartanTrot.com 



 

St. Lukeõs Boy Scouts Work to Save Lives 

Boy Scouts are expected to òdo a 

good turn dailyó which usually 

involves a small kindness. The 

members of Boy Scout Troop 764 

at St. Lukeõs Presbyterian Church 

have taken that admonition much 

further in the past month. Last 

Monday, they presented a $1500 

check to Dunwoody Police Chief 

Grogan and Cathy Lundsten to 

purchase a patrol car AED unit.   
 

The Troop would like to thank the 

community for its support of the 

p in e  s t r a w  a nd  p o p c o rn           

fundraisers that made this gift   

possible. A heartfelt thanks also to 

Bob and Cathy Lundsten for their 

leadership and tireless devotion to 

the AED effort. The Scouts of St. Lukeõs challenge all of the other Dunwoody scout 

troops to support the life saving community effort to equip all Dunwoody Police 

cars with an AED unit as first responders. 
 

The Boy Scout Troop has also gone òpinkó in a further effort to save lives through 

Tour de Pink. Scoutmaster Brian LaRoseõs sister is fighting a battle with breast  

cancer that has touched the whole troop. Under LaRoseõs leadership, the Troop has 

begun an annual effort to fund breast cancer research.  As Scoutmaster LaRose said 

to the boys, òCancer strikes almost every family in this country, this is a great way 

to show your mom, grandmothers, sis-

ters and friends that you love them and 

want to CRUSH cancer in our lifetime.ó 
 

The Scout Troop rode over 350 miles 

with twelve members and they also         

volunteered to help setup and tear down 

the event with work crews arriving at 6 

a.m. and departing at 5 p.m.  It was a 

long day, but in the end, the Boy Scouts, 

along with assistance from St. Lukeõs 

Girl Scout Troop 24420, and their   

families worked over 100 hours of    

service and raised $2815 for the Tour de 

Pink. Over $130,000 was raised overall 

in Atlanta with the Troop 764 team near 

the top in team collections.   
 

Troop 764 has committed to ride again 

next year with many additional riders 

and to raise even more money.  The 

date is already set, Oct 16, 2010.  If you 

are interested in contributing or assisting 

the Troop, please visit our website 

http://troop764.org . 

 
Pictures and article by Denise Cohen 

 (l-r): St Luke's Boy Scout Troop 764        

Scoutmaster Brian LaRose, Cathy Lundsten, 

SPL Teddy Sims, Dunwoody Police Chief Billy 

Grogan, and Officer Furman.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life is Good  

at the  

Holiday Shopping Spree! 
 

Thank you for supporting the  

St. Lukeõs Little Saints   

annual fundraiser!   

All proceeds will fund   

communication & developmental  

observations  

 
 
 
 

St. Lukeõs Little Saints 
Preschool & Kindergarten 

Registration  Information 
 

January 7  
PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 

featuring over 20 area schools 
Sponsored by Dunwoody Momsõ Club 

10:00 ~ 12:00 Located in our Great Hall 
 

January 19: Church Members Register 
January 20: Current Families Register 

January 21: New Families Register 
 

Tours available December and January 
Call Carol Perry, Director: 770.393.1424 x 240 
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Fall Feast: Flabbergasted by Miracles!  
 

Our fall semester of FEAST concluded on November 18, after ten weeks of Wednesday night 
fun, fellowship and learning. Our preschool and younger elementary children celebrated the 
miracle of love by filling 48 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. Thanks to all families 
who donated items, and also to Target for donating $100 in merchandise to our cause. 
 

Our older elementary class concluded their semester with SuperNarnia Trivia Night. Jewel Ann 
Cameron was the winner and Ashley 
Scott Armstrong was runner-up. Grace 
Alexander and Caroline Hurst tied 
for third. Congratulations to our  
winners! 

 

FEAST will return on January 13. Our spring semester has some 

surprises in storeéstay alert for details! 

Godly Play Kids Sing Praises (and dance, too!)  
 

Every Sunday morning, our preschool Sunday School class looks forward to a special music time in the 

ñpolka dot placeò in Sheppard Hall. Using the ñWhirl-n-Worshipò DVD, weôre learning some fun new 

songs and enjoying this chance to ñget the wiggles outò together! Come down and join us any Sunday 

morning from 10:15 to 10:30. Youôll walk away humming ï and smiling! 

 

Small t a lk  
from the Childrenôs Ministries of  

St. Lukeôs 

Chosen by God: Faith Journey Explores Prophets  
 

Our first through fifth grade Faith Journey Sunday School classes have spent their fall Sundays experiencing the stories of three 
prophets. We learned about Joshua in September, Elijah in October, and Jeremiah in November. Weôve had a ball using creative ways 
to learnélike seeing how fast we can build monuments, pumping the air out of marshmallows; making messages appear and        
disappear with baking soda and vinegar; and playing Pictionary with play dough! Plus, our entire upstairs hallway has been           

transformed into the Jordan Riveréwe get to cross it (just like the Israelites when they were led by Joshua) on the way to class each week! 
 

Faith Journey will celebrate a special Advent season with a Happy Birthday, Jesus! Party on December 6; a cooperative art project ï our Christmas gift 
to St. Lukeôs - on December 13; and a special Christmas movie on December 20. Weôll be in the Great Hall each week from 9:30 to 10:30. 
 

Weôll get back to our exciting class rotation in January, when we kick off the year with the parables of Jesus. Of course, weôll need volunteers to teach 

art, science, stories, movies, and gameséso please sign up for the month that suits you best. For more details, please see the poster in Sheppard Hall 

or contact cathomas@slpres.org.  

FEAST is Shaking Things Up for the New Year!  
 

Weôre gearing up for another fantastic semester of FEASTésame great Wednesday night getaway, but this semester features a few new twists! 
 

FEAST begins on Wednesday, January 13 and ends on Wednesday, March 17. We will deviate from our usual Wednesday meeting time on Tuesday, 
February 16 as we celebrate Shrove Tuesday with our amazing pancake dinner and game night. Dinner begins at 6:00 and our programs will conclude 
at 7:15. 
 

Our preschool class for the 3ôs and pre-K set will love the stories of ñJesus Loves Meò, a series that gives them a priceless faith foundation through that 
simple truth. Weôll be making a different craft each week to take home and use to talk about God with our families. 
 

Our younger elementary group, ages Kindergarten through 3rd grade, will be ñthinking bigò! Instead of breaking up into age level classes as we have in 
the past, we will enjoy the energy and community of a large group as we dive into service projects, movies, and games. Our learning focus comes 
straight from the new vision statement of St. Lukeôs, as we strive ñto be a beacon of faith, hope, and love.ò Weôll spend three weeks each on Faith, 
Hope, and Loveéand weôll end with a big hurrah on St. Patrickôs Day! 
 

Our older elementary group of fourth and fifth graders will continue exploring ñThe Magicianôs Nephewò from the Adventures of Narnia.  As we dive 
deeper into Narnia, weôll also focus on the Apostleôs Creed and the Ten Commandments. Weôll have fun painting our Narnia lions and weôll wind up the 
semester with another rollicking Super-Narnia Trivia Night and a screening of ñPrince Caspianò! 
 

We know that early spring can get a little hectic for families with children involved in so many sports and activities. Please remember that you can sign 
up for a ñpartial semesterò and we will pro-rate the fee accordingly. Weôd rather have you for part of the time than to have you miss all the fun! 
 

We will e-mail registration forms to current FEAST families soon. If you just canôt wait to sign up ï or for more info - contact cathomas@slpres.org. 
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Check the latest info on our website www.slpres.org.  
All forms can be downloaded from there. Registration for 

Summer Trips is due ASAP. Contact Liz or Phil for me in-

formation. 770-393-1424, philbrown@slpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Christmas is here, Christmas is 

here...well, almost. In the midst of 

advent we wait for the Savior to be 

born. We wait for peace, hope, love, 

and joy to break into this world yet 

again. In the midst of our waiting, 

St. Lukeõs youth are going to join 

with the church as we wait           

together. Toys for Tots and Lessons 

and Carrols are our time to be      

together as a 

church family, as 

we wait for Jesus 

to come. Waiting 

together is a 

whole lot easier than waiting alone.  

     Fall has been busy around St. 

Lukeõs youth. We have done so 

much, we have made blankets, 

served food to homeless, studied 

the Bible, grown in faith, played  

together, and welcomed an  

awesome group of sixth graders 

into our midst.  

     Particularly, there are two 

things that you all need to be 

aware of. First, the youth vision 

team is almost done with their 

work. They have worked hard and 

have, with your help,  developed a 

great foundation for things to come 

at St. Lukeõs. Look for more specific 

information to come in January and 

February.   

     Secondly, Mission Miles is coming 

very quickly! January 30th is race 

day for the new Tartan Trot! Mark 

your calendars now. We need    

sponsorships and runners. New this 

year is a 10k Peachtree qualifying 

course. You should have received a 

packet in the mail with all the      

details.  

Get plugged in. Get connected. 

Youth Connect 

Some dates for whatôs to come: 

  Jan 10: Spring Parent and Youth Kick-Off 

  Feb 12-14: Sexuality retreat (MS & HS) 

  Mar 12-13: 30-Hour Famine retreat (HS) 

  June 20-26: Mountain TOP  (MS & HS) 

  July 4-10: Mexico Misison trip (MS & HS) 

  July 13-16: Massanetta Spring Conference( MS) 

  July 20-24: Triennium Conference (HS) 

Contact information: 
770-393-1424 

philbrown@slpres.org 

www.slpres.org/youth.asp 
www.stlukespres.blogspot.com 

 

 

New Youth Ministry Mission Statement  
 

ñSt. Lukeôs Youth ministry  

welcomes all into a caring  

     environment as we grow in faith to  

become active disciples of Christ  

through love and service.ò 

mailto:philbrown@slpres.org
http://www.slpres.org/youth.asp



