
 

 

 

 

Window to the World 

November 2008 
Dear Congregation, 
 

   Iõm pretty sure Iõm not up to the task of 

writing this last article, and very sure that I 

can never adequately tell you how much you 

have meant to me.  Time is short now, and it 

seems like the shorter it becomes, the more 

the memories and shared 

experiences grow.  I have 

been asking myself why I 

should have been so blessed 

to be given the opportunity 

to serve here. Short on  

answers, too, I just thank 

God that it was mine to 

do. Across the years, and 

from the start, the faith and courage of this 

congregation has drawn my increasing     

admiration.  You have made me want to be 

more like you, and taught me that òroutineó 

faith is the strongest and most precious thing 

in the world. 
 

   My time here hasnõt been, of course, a  

series of ôhighs.õ  It has been real life and that 

always includes ups and downs. But even 

during tough times I found it easier to hang 

on because I knew you would; because your 

ôroutineõ faith was always resilient, forgiving 

and humorous. It has been life-giving.  This 

year, with all the changes in my personal life, 

I have been touched and strengthened by 

your caring, often expressed by your kind, 

sympathetic letters and comments. You have 

never asked me to be more than I am, and 

you have forgiven me every time thatõs all I 

was.  My hope is now this ð anywhere life 

takes me I pray that God will give me the gift 

of people like you. 
 

   But if that shouldnõt happen, I have kept all 

those letters.  In years to come Iõm sure I will 

take them out of their safe place from time to 

time, and read them gently and with         

gratitude when I am alone.  And I will reflect 

on the memories and I will  remember all my 

life that I was once the pastor of this lovely 

church and that the benefits and blessings of 

that didnõt stop on November 16, 2008. 
 

With love and gratitude, 

 
 

 

Dr. Chris Price,  

Senior Pastor 

        

 

 

 

St. Lukeõs is experiencing a time of reminiscences and memories as we celebrate 

Chris Priceõs long and fruitful ministry as our Senior Pastor. Maybe your     

memories are of a special worship service, a meaningful sermon, an insightful  

Bible Study, an inspiring mission trip, a successful committee meeting, or a fun 

fellowship event.  Our memories may recall painful or joyful family times in which 

Chris shared.  Much has happened at St. Lukeõs since Chris arrived on April 1, 

1991.  The next few weeks will be full of recollections as we recognize Godõs 

providence in calling Chris to St. Lukeõs and celebrations of his ministry.  

 

The theme of the celebration of Chrisõ ministry is òRoots and Wings.ó Over the 

past seventeen years, he has helped us solidify our roots as a church family, 

grounding us in a faith which proclaims 

grace, hope and love. We have also found 

wings to reach beyond our church walls 

into literally every corner of the world. 

Quoting a well-known saying, òThere are 

only two lasting bequests we can hope to 

give our children. One is roots; the other, 

wings.ó We believe that applies to       

nurturing churches as well as raising    

children, and beautifully describes Chrisõ 

legacy.   

 

Please plan to join Chris, the congregation, and friends at two special events: 

 

A Southern dinner on Saturday, November 15, 6:30 p.m., at Lindy Farleyõs 

home, 3000 Spalding Drive. There is no charge, but please make reservations 

by calling the church office or using the reply card which was sent with the         

invitation. This will be a time to visit informally and maybe even spring a few 

surprises on Chris. For you avid football fans, weõll make sure you get        

frequent updates on the scores of the Saturday evening games. 
 

Sunday, we will gather for worship with Chris preaching and special          

recognition of his ministry during the 11 a.m. service. A church-wide      

luncheon will follow in the Great Hall. Again, a few surprises are in store. 

Members are asked to bring a finger food to share, which will supplement 

food, beverages and dessert provided by the church. 
 

As a token of our appreciation of his  

ministry, an offering is being collected 

to give to Chris. If you would like to         

contribute, please mark your check 

with òPrice Farewell.ó  

 

Please plan to participate in this time of 

remembering and praising God for the 

many blessings of our church. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

10. Youõre running out of clean clothes and the choir robes save on laundry. 

9. You've just been selected for jury duty and want to get used to sitting with a group of people. 

8. The church will be so full in December you want to ensure that you always have a seat. 

7. The collection plate is never passed to the choir. 

6. There's a clock at the back of the sanctuary and you want to be the first to know when it's 12:00. 

5. Phil is new and you want to be close by in case he says something heretical. 

4. For years you've wanted to know who sits in the back pews, but were always afraid to turn around. 

3. You've been known to nod off during the service and don't want the preacher to catch you. 

2. The pews in the choir loft are the most comfortable in the sanctuary. 

And the number one reason to join the choir is: 

1. Your favorite time of year is Christmas! 
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Sunday, December 14 
Festival of Lessons & Carols  

10:45 a.m. Worship 
 

Join our choirs accompanied by instruments 

and organ as we retell the Christmas story in 

this annual St. Lukeõs traditional service. 

Toys For Tots Concert 
Sunday, November 30 

at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 

The Albany Marine Corps Brass Quintet 

returns and will join our own Chancel 

Choir and Festival Ringers to create a  

festive and celebratory Holiday concert. 

This program will delight all ages. 
 
 

Admission: One unwrapped new toy(s) 

per person. These toys are given to needy 

children who would not have a gift   

without your help. 

For more information about the  

Music Ministry, please contact: 

Clair Maxwell  

770-393-1424 ext. 227 

clairmaxwell@st-lukes-pres.org  

The top 10 reasons why 
YOU should sing in the 
choir for Christmas: 
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òBear one anotherõs burdens, and 
in this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.ó                         Galatians 6:2 

 
Stephen Ministers  

Answering the Need  for Care 
 
Stephen Ministers can provide care for people 

with five different types of needs. The five types 

are crisis care, follow-up care, chronic care,   

preventive care and supportive care. 

 
Crisis care is the caring ministry people think 

about first in describing pastoral care. Persons in 

crisis may be dealing with hospitalization, a    

terminal illness, the death of a loved one,       

unemployment, divorce, a severe financial      

setback, a natural disaster, the aftermath of a fire, 

retirement, the stress of moving, or being a victim 

or perpetrator of a crime. 

 
For more information on Stephen Ministry or if you 

or someone you know might benefit from the care 

of a Stephen Minister, please contact Laura 

Strange, Stephen Leader, at 770-392-9285 or 

lstrange@rti.org or Tim Bostick at 770-393-1424 

or timbostick@st-lukes-pres.org. 

God is calling...how will we answer? 
 

There was a wonderful turn-out for the church-wide luncheon, on October 19,       co

-hosted by the Fellowship Committee, the Diaconate, and the Commitment           

Committee. Seated in flocks, the Great Hall was filled with congregation members 

making new connections and strengthening their already existing connections. The 

Connection piece of the Four Commitment Cornerstones is off to a great start. 

 

The following Sunday, October 26, was      

Commitment Sunday. Congregation members 

turned in both their 2009 financial commitment 

pledges, as well as their planning forms on 

which they had recorded their intentions for all 

four commitment cornerstones for 2009: time, 

talent, money and connection. These were 

prayed over, blessed, and offered to God. The 

planning forms will be returned to         

congregation members after the first of the 

year, at which time they will have the    

opportunity to make more specific        

commitments regarding how they will   

fulfill their pledges in the time, talent and 

connection pieces of commitment.  If you 

have not returned both of your              

commitment forms, there is still time to do 

so.  You can pick up the brochures in the 

church office. 

 

Kay Loerch, Chair Commitment 
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IQ Plus Winter Basketball 
 

January 24 ñ March 
14, 2009 

 

Cost: $125/child 
Second child $25 off 

or $100 

Boys & Girls, ages 3-14 
 

Under the leadership of Coach Jim 
Merkel, this is a wonderful opportunity 
for your child to build his/her skills in     
basketball. 
  

Registration will begin mid November. 

The registration forms will be on the 
website (www.st-lukes-pres.org) or in the 
main lobby. All completed forms (both 
sides) and checks need to be dropped off  
to Shirley in the main office. Checks 
need to be made out to òSt. Lukeõs   
Presbyterian Churchó with òIQ Plus  
Basketballó on the memo line.  
 

For any questions, contact Shirley     
Carrier at 770-393-1424.  

Fun in the Fall at  
St. Lukeõs Little Saints 

Tony Barnhart 
Book Signing 

 

Sunday, 
December 14 
at 12:15 p.m. 

Cost: $25/book 
 

The Endowment Committee has asked Tony Barnhart to be with us on 

Sunday, December 14,  following Lessons & Carols, for a book signing 

of his new revised òSouthern Fried Football.ó A portion of the proceeds 

will go to the Columbarium Fund. 
 

This book is a must for all you Southern college football fans and a 

great addition to your personal library. It would make a great Christmas 

gift! 
 

�´�7�K�H�U�H���L�V���Q�R���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���T�X�L�W�H���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���R�I��
the South have for college football. In Southern Fried Football, Tony 
Barnhart not only captures the history of our great game, he taps into the 
�F�R�O�R�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���P�D�N�H���F�R�O�O�H�J�H���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O���D���Z�D�\���R�I���O�L�I�H�����,�·�Y�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V��
said that during football season there is no place like a Saturday in the 

�6�R�X�W�K�����7�R�Q�\�·�V���E�R�R�N���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V���Z�K�\�� 
 

Vince Dooley, former Head Coach and Athletic Director 

University of Georgia 


