
 

 

 

 

Window to the World January-February 2010 
Our Mission: Responding to Godõs call and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, we invite all to join us in knowing,    

serving, and sharing Jesus Christ here and around the world. 

Our Vision: To be a beacon of faith, hope, and 

love - every member an active disciple in Christõs 

ministry.  

òI Thank My God...ó 
 

What a treat it has been for me, 

to serve you as your Interim 

Senior Pastor over the last year. 

I have had many opportunities 

to brag on St. Lukeõs to friends 

and colleagues around the 

country. Of course, I tell them what a great 

church you are! But I also tell them that St. 

Lukeõs knows how to ôdo churchõ as a Ministry 

Team. With each of our committees, teams, and 

groups intentionally aligning themselves with 

the new Mission and Vision Statements,       

everyone is working together on the same page 

and pulling in the same direction. That is      

remarkable in itself. 
 

Along with sharpening the focus of St. Lukeõs 

ministry and mission (which I have just         

described), many of you tell me that the        

congregation has undergone a time of spiritual 

renewal. This is the wonderful work of the Holy 

Spirit in, among, and through you. What better 

way is there to welcome a new Senior Pastor 

than with a congregation that is more spiritually 

alive and more deeply committed to the        

ministry and mission of our Lord Jesus Christ 

through his church at St. Lukeõs!  
 

As I pack my library and prepare to depart, I 

find myself filled with gratitude for all of you 

and you are among my favorite memories of 

ministry. In the immortal words of the Apostle 

Paul in Philippians 1:3-5, òI thank my God every 

time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of 

you, I always pray with joy because of your      

partnership in the gospel from the first day until 

now, being confident of this, that he who began a 

good work in you will carry it on to completion 

until the day of Christ Jesus.ó   

 Yours & His, 

Bob Bullock   

The skirl of bagpipes and the parade of colorful tartans 

marked the 12th annual Scottish Heritage Sunday at St. 

Lukeõs on January 31. The Atlanta Pipe Band and   

members of the St. Andrewõs Society provided a        

beautiful glimpse of our Presbyterian heritage in our 

Kirkinõ oõ the Tartans worship service at 11 a.m. Alan 

and Yvonne Miller, our own St. Lukeõs Scots, graciously 

provided leadership in  worship with Alan serving as our 

Beadle and Yvonne playing the recorder. The colorful 

Celtic cross banners decorating the lobby and hallways 

and the tartan Bible bookmarks given to our members 

and guests were created by children in our Wednesday 

night FEAST program. 
 

The St. Andrews Society of Atlanta provided twenty 

banner carriers, who presented their clan tartans for 

blessing. Also serving in worship were St. Andrews    

Society President Gordon H. Wilson, Rosina Grey,   

Society Vice President, and Society member Donald 

Malcolm of St. Lukeõs, who once again served as        

coordinator of our worship service. 
 

At the conclusion of our service, we followed the       

bagpipes to the Great Hall for a Scottish reception and         

fellowship. It was a wonderful day to glorify God and 

celebrate our ties to those who prepared the way for our 

denomination. 
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Music  

Ministry  

St. Lukeõs Welcomes New Senior Pastor! 
 

The music ministry has its busiest 

month in December.  Choirs, brass and 

organ celebrated our annual Toys for 

Tots benefit concert which raised the 

giving levels of both toys and offering 

from last yearõs total and saw many 

from the community attend. The      

Lessons & Carols service was held for 

the first time in the evening, complete 

with candlelight and all choirs. It was 

very well attended and helped us     

celebrate the nearness of Christõs birth 

as told through scripture and 

song. Christmas Eve involved harp and 

strings once again this year as we led 

worship and celebrated the holy season. 

Outreach to the community was not 

limited to but included singing carols to 

several of our homebound church  

members and friends on a chilly       

December night and having the Cherub 

Choir  present a  program of carols to 

those at the Atrium. Music ministry 

does not happen without the people 

involved, and so many people commit 

time and energy to making purposeful 

and joyful music throughout the 

year. The social events for adult choirs 

and childrenõs choirs allow for fun 

and  fellowship together outside of   

rehearsal.   Special thanks to our      

continued financial supporters as 

Friends of Music especially during these 

challenging financial times. 
  

The New Year has gotten off to a great 

start as choirs have returned and have 

already found themselves busied by the 

musical life of the church. The Chancel 

Choir celebrated Epiphany on their    

rehearsal night which coincided with that 

day on the Christian calendar, January 6, 

by holding their own worship service in 

the sanctuary. The choir officers are   

involved in putting together the Charter 

for the Music Ministry at St. Lukeõs by 

explaining our purpose and calling as 

musicians within the congregation and 

the church at large. Some Festival    

Ringers attended a concert by a traveling 

concert bell choir playing the òworldõs 

largestó collection of handbells at Central 

Presbyterian Church. And, our singers, 

guests and orchestra helped bagpipes and 

recorder celebrate Scottish Heritage   

Sunday the last weekend of the month. 

Check our webpage at www.slpres.org/

music.asp for  updated information or 

contact Clair Maxwell in the church   

office as to how to become involved. 
  

New Friends of Music Patrons:      
Ken & Carol Barton, Joe & Jan Billions, Jay   

Burton and Rosemary Armstrong, Michelle 

Dobbins, John & Pam Eagar, Paula   Humer, 

J.C. Jones,  Meredith Klein, Brian & Ginger 

LaRose, Liz Humphrey Lee, Jim & Laurie 

Lindell, Landis Mangum, Billy & Mary  

Martin, Tom & Monica McGurk, Terry & 

Donna Nall, David & Mary Nielsen, Gary & 

Liz Phipps, Bob & Julie Pile, Wayne &   

Debie Radloff, Plato & Judith Rhyne, Jr., 

Kay Sedberry & Frank Ruggiero, Jerry 

Smith, Tom Stribling, and Bill & Ellen 

Womack. 
  

For more information on becoming a 

òFriend of Musicó patron, please contact 

Clair Maxwell at 770-393-1424 ext. 227 

or clairmaxwell@slpres.org 

St. Luke's will welcome Dr. 

Jason Whitener as our Senior 

Pastor on March 1, 2010, with 

his first Sunday in the pulpit 

on March 7. After many 

months and many hours of 

research, conversation, visits, 

prayer, and discernment, the 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

presented Jason's name to the 

congregation on January 10. 

The congregat ion then     

unanimously elected Jason to 

serve as our Senior Pastor. Jason and his wife Kristy, along with their 

three young children, Scott, Brian and Sarah, will be a blessed addition 

to our St. Luke's family.  
 

Jason received his bachelor's degree at Presbyterian College, his      

divinity degree at Union Seminary in Richmond, VA, and his         

doctorate of ministry at Columbia Seminary in Decatur. He has      

extensive experience both as an Associate Pastor 

and most recently as Senior Pastor, and head of staff 

at Tinkling Spring Presbyterian Church in          

Fishersville, VA.  He brings to us an energy,        

enthusiasm, warmth, and deep faith that will lead 

St. Luke's as we begin this exciting new chapter in 

our church life.  
 

His wife Kristy is eager to immerse herself in the 

church as well, helping the family to be engaged 

participants and in sharing her faith and expertise 

with the church. Her enthusiasm for this new calling 

matches Jason's.  
 

There is no doubt that God's hand has guided us 

and the Whitener family to join together in our  

journey of faith.  The arrival of Jason and his family 

is indeed a gift to our congregation; may we all   

rejoice in the bright future we look to enjoy         

together!                                                                          
David King, PNC Chair  

http://www.slpres.org/music.asp
http://www.slpres.org/music.asp
mailto:clairmaxwell@slpres.org
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Tartan Trot  

Fast Facts 
 

660 registered runners (500 

were not church members) 

46 registered on that cold, 

wet morning 

70 runners qualify for the 

Peachtree Road Race 

100+ people volunteered 

their time 

73 home baked pies and 

cakes were donated as 

awards 

over $41,000 raised 

785 T-shirts printed 

51 volunteers 

manned the 

course 

13 police 

officers 

secured the 

course 

500 cones 

were placed 

in the streets 
 

Top St. Lukeôs finishers 

in their age group: 
 

Carol Perry, Douglas  

 Lincoln, Sara Cronan, 

Callie Dill,  Margaret Ann 

Kennedy, Clarice Reid, Don 

Dill, Tom McIntosh, Tom 

McKinney,   Roby Price   

To see a list of all results, please visit www.tartantrot.com   

S aturday, January 30th was an unusually cold 

and wet day tucked in between two weeks of 

beautiful, sunny, fifty degree Atlanta 

days.  -ÖɯÞÖÕËÌÙȮɯ2Ûȭɯ+ÜÒÌɀÚɯÞÈÚɯÏÖÚÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ3ÈÙÛÈÕɯ

Trot and God wanted to set the mood by providing 

a Scottish atmosphere.  

 Preparations for this event began last 

summer and came to an end when representatives from the entire St. 

+ÜÒÌɀÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÊÈÔÌɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÝÌÙɯƚƙƔɯ

runners, ages 2 to 92.  

Our parking lots, hallways, Great Hall, foyer, and 

streets were filled with people excited and joyous 

to be participating in the 4th annual Mission Miles 

race.  No matter the age or the ability, everyone 

had a chance to contribute. Rev. 

/ÏÐÓɯ!ÙÖÞÕɯÚÈÐËɯÐÛɯÉÌÚÛȮɯɁ(ÛɯÐÚɯ

great to look around and see 

ÛÏÌɯÌÕÛÐÙÌɯ2Ûȭɯ+ÜÒÌɀÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯ

represented.  That is what church is all about ɬ all of us 

ÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÊÖÔÔÖÕɯÎÖÈÓȭɂ  

 Funds from the race will go towards youth 

mission and outreach in Atlanta, and around the world. 

This summer the youth will be traveling to Mexico to 

build a house, Tennessee to serve in the Cumberland 

mountains, and other conferences where they will 

Ìß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËȭɯ#ÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯàÌÈÙɯ

we will serve many people in the Atlanta area as well. These funds will 

help change the lives of our teenagers and the people we serve.  

 This wonderful event has been building over the years, but 

because of the generous financial contributions from our numerous 

sponsors ɬ MINI Cooper, John Martin, Bella Customs Kitchens, June Price 

Interiors, to name a few ɬ and the vision, 

guidance and energy provided by Marty 

Whitcomb, we look forward to bigger things 

(and crowds) to come.  Thanks very  much to 

everyone involved. It took all of us together to 

×ÜÓÓɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÕɯÈÔÈáÐÕÎɯÙÈÊÌɯÖÍÍȭɯ+ÌÛɀÚɯÎÌÛɯÙÌÈËàɯ

for next year.  

 

Thanks Marty Whitcomb, 

our dedicated race director.  
 

Tartan Trot: Every Step Counts 

http://www.tartantrot.com
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Saintôs Basketball Clinics 
 
 
 
 
 

Ages: Boys & Girls, 4-13 
 

Dates: Saturdays, 9-11 a.m. 
February 13, February 27 

March 6, March 20 
 

Cost: $100 for four sessions 
 

Coaches: 
Kim Hixon 

Jennifer West 
 

Registration forms are in the lobby or 
on the website. You will need to send 
your registration form and check to 
Kim Hixon. Upon receipt of the      
registration, confirmation will be         
e-mailed to you. For more information   
contact Kim at 770-936-2267 or 
hixonK@marist.com. 

 

ACT UP!  
(A rts, Creativity & Theatre Uniting People)   

Missoula Childrenõs Theatre Camp   

July 26-31, 2010 ~ Treasure Island 
 

As part of ACT UP!ôs summer camp 2010, the Missoula Childrenôs Theatre and our students 
will be presenting Treasure Island. The dates are July 26-31, 2010. The Missoula Childrenôs 
Theatre is a highly regarded theatre company that travels all over the world! Individuals (rising first 
through 12th grade) who are interested in theatre or who simply want to try something new should 
come experience ACT UP!ôs summer camp. 
 

There are specific roles for each age category, so older youth are encouraged to participate as 
well. Assistant directors are also needed for helping out backstage. While not in rehearsal      
students will participate in music, dance, visual arts and improvisation classes. High school age 
students who are St. Lukeôs members can attend FOR FREE! These students will be part of the 
camp staff for the week and are encouraged to participate in the show as well. Participation as a 
camp counselor is a great credit to add to college applications and other resumes. 
 

ACT UP! Camp is a fantastic experience...just ask anyone who has participated in the past. 
The cost this year is $175 for the week. There are some scholarships available. Registration   
packets will be available the first week in February. 
 

For more information contact Glenda Gray (770-880-8593) or Shannon Dill (770-393-1424 ext. 
229). 

  Glenda Gray   Shannon Dill 
  St. Lukeôs  ACT UP Coordinator Associate Pastor  

St. Luke½s Little Saints 

Little Saints families and staff members        
enjoyed supporting the Tartan Trot as       
sponsors, runners, joggers and trotters!  It was 
great fun to see our current friends, our 
alumni friends and even future Little Saints at 
this incredible event. We canõt wait for next 
yearõs Trot! 
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VBS Sets Sail for a Faith Adventure!  

Vacation Bible School is taking to the waves this year as we embark on a ºHigh Seas              
Expedition»! Our big adventure will leave the dock on Monday, June 7 

and we will return to shore on Thursday, June 10. The decks will be full 

each day from 9 a.m. until noon. 

 

Donõt be left onshore! Mark your calendars now for these registration 

dates: 
 

  March 21 ð St. Lukeõs members 

  March 28 ð St. Lukeõs Little Saints 

  April 11 ð St. Lukeõs friends and neighbors 
 

Ages three through third grade will feel the wind in their faces at church as they visit Sing & 

Play Splash, Ship Rec Games, Sail Away Cinema, Clipper Ship Crafts, Galley Goodies, Bible Voyage, and the Floating 

Finale. Fourth and fifth grade mates will report to the ship each morning and then embark on daily excursions - and one 

overnight adventure! - for discovery, ministry and service. 

 

It takes a lot of deck hands to make this expedition seaworthy. We have all sorts of jobs availableéyou can pick the area, 

the task, or the age group you love most. Scan the horizon for the huge sign-up banner to appear in Sheppard Hall soon. 

Or if you want to get òfirst dibsó, please contact cathomas@slpres.org.  For the younger children of volunteers, we happily 

offer child care for infants and toddlers, as well as a special VBS class for 2õs.  

 

Again this year we will offer an extended VBS day filled with fun activities for first through fifth grade. òOverboardó 
begins at noon (children bring their own lunches) and ends at 4 p.m. There is also an optional Friday program (VBS ends       

Thursday). Registration forms for Overboard  and High Seas Expedition will be available on the church website and 

òon the dockó in Sheppard Hall according to the above schedule.  

 
We want the deck to be filled with children, youth, and adults during Vacation Bible School this year! Make plans now to  
be a member of our crew. 

Touch the Water,  

Taste the Bread  
 

The children of St. Lukeõs will have two 

whole months this spring to learn more 

about the sacraments of communion 

and baptism. In order to reach as 

many children as possible, Childrenõs      

Ministries will incorporate interactive 

and age-appropriate activities into 

Faith Journey Sunday School (first 

through fifth grades) and Faithful 

Friends (worship education during 

11 a.m. worship for 4õs and 5õs).  

 

Weõll be exploring Communion during the month of 

March and Baptism during the month of April.        

Because these sacraments are so integral to our beliefs, 

we repeat this òcycleó each year so that our children 

can revisit the stories and their significance in different 

ways. 

 

If you have any questions about these programs - or if 

you would like to help with planning or teaching - 

please contact Catherine Anne, cathomas@slpres.org.  

FEAST Kids are Serving  
with Faith, Hope, and Love!  

 

Our Wednesday night the FEAST program is  having an extra-fun semester! 
We are celebrating faith, hope, and love through fun with each other and 
service to others. We have learned about our Scottish 
faith heritage and made tartan banners and Bible 
bookmarks to share with the congregation; we have        
decorated Valentineôs cards and bags for our     
homebound members, college students, and      
members serving our country in the armed forces; 
and we have collected, packaged, and delivered  
dozens of ñbirthdays-in-a-boxò to the Community  
Action Center ï thatôs just for the first half of the     
semester! Weôve also watched movie clips, played 
games, and learned to do a real Scottish Highland 
dance, with our own Katie Miller teaching! 
 
Even if youôre not registered for FEAST, please join 
us for the Shrove Tuesday pancake dinner on Tuesday, February 16 at        
6 p.m. Weôll enjoy a delicious meal together and then play some amazing 
games. To make a reservation for your family and friends, please e-mail Liz 
Catlett, lizcatlett@slpres.org by Monday, February 15. (Current FEAST   
families are already registered for this event). 

 

Small t a lk  
from the Childrenôs Ministries of  

St. Lukeôs 

mailto:cathomas@slpres.org

