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St. Lukeõs Presbyterian Church congregation and friends 

celebrated the ministry of Dr. Chris Price with a weekend 

full of events and remembrances. On Saturday evening, 

November 15, over 150 people gathered at Lindy Farleyõs 

home for an informal barbeque dinner. Representing the 

congregation, Jan Billions presented Chris with a        

handmade afghan and Tom McIntosh gave him an album 

of pictures, which had been compiled highlighting aspects 

of his ministry over the past 17 years.  It was an evening 

full of laughter and sharing of stories and memories. 
 

Sunday morning worship was a tribute to Chris and to St. 

Lukeõs, with an over-arching theme of glorifying God for 

His many blessings to Chris and our church. Special music, 

a meaningful prayer and litany, and a linking 

of hearts and hands in the congregation set the 

tone for the service. Presentations to Chris and 

his daughters were made, and Chris surprised 

everyone by presenting his ministerial robe to 

Cleveland Craddock, long-time sexton for St. 

Lukeõs, who has recently been ordained. Chris        

described how the robe had been well-worn 

and well-loved and was a little battered by the 

scars of a long ministry. That moment and 

several others created an emotional             

atmosphere in which the moving of the Holy Spirit 

could be felt. 
 

Following worship, everyone proceeded to the 

Great Hall, which had been transformed into a  

forest, following the òRoots and Wingsõ theme of 

the farewell celebration. Green balloons and       

tablecloths, òtreeó table decorations, and lots of 

brown ribbon (òrootsó) formed the backdrop. The 

children sang and youth made a presentation, after 

which Carol Perry represented the congregation, 

telling Chris about a large cherry tree, which will be 

planted on the church grounds, with a sign       

commemorating his ministry. A CD of three of 

Chrisõ sermons was made available to all. (There 

are still some CDõs available for a donation of $5.) 
 

Many people contributed to the planning and       

execution of the weekend. Thanks to all who 

pitched in with food, time, and talent. The          

committee, overseeing the Price Farewell         

activities, included Mary Martin (chair), Bona 

Allen, Lindy Farley, Ellie Goodwin, Lindsey 

Grinnell, Sonny Jester, Julie Knotts, Clair     

Maxwell, Tom McIntosh, Carol Perry, and      

Jennifer Price. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Saturday, December 6 
Happy Birthday Jesus! Party 

10 a.m. to noon 
é 

Singles & Doubles 
Church-wide Christmas Party 

6:30 p.m. 
Home of Lindy Farley 

 

December 7 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
11 a.m. Worship Service 

é 

O.W.L.S. Christmas Party 
3-5 p.m. 

Home of Liz & Gary Phipps 
 

December 8 
PW Christmas Dinner  
& Communion Service 

6:30 p.m. 
 

December 14 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

8:30 Communion Service 

Festival of Lessons & Carols 
10:45 a.m. 

 

December 17 & 18 
Live Nativity & Christmas Carols 

6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
 

December 21 
4th Sunday of Advent 

8:30 a.m. Communion Service 
11 a.m. Worship Service 

5-7 p.m. Caroling 
 

December 24 
Christmas Eve Services 

5:30 p.m. Family Service 
11 p.m. Candlelight Communion 

Service 
 

December 28 
Only 11 a.m. Service 

Schedule of 
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For more information about the Music Ministry, please contact: 

Clair Maxwell at 770-393-1424 ext. 227 

clairmaxwell@st-lukes-pres.org  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACT -UP (Arts, Creativity, Theatre Uniting People) has hit      

another homerun with its inaugural fall musical, òYouõre a Good 

Man, Charlie Brown,ó that delighted over 300 audience members 

on November 8 and 9. The performances were dedicated to one 

of the best men, Charlie Farley. 
 

The musical would not have been possible without the             

tremendous efforts of: Holly Bostick, Tim Bostick, Leigh       

Cameron, Shirley Carrier, Steve Cashwell, Liz Catlett, JD     

Chipman, Callie Dill, Don Dill, Maddie Dill, Shannon Dill, 

Lindy Farley, Jim Giesler, Glenda Gray, Ted Guerrant, Ira     

Jolley, Catherine Kitchens, Mary Frances Kitchens, Mary      

Martin, Clair Maxwell, Kaitlyn McAlarney, Karen McAlarney, 

Tom McIntosh, Wendy Moreland, Win Moreland, Roby Price, 

Stuart Self, Cathy Schreiber, Jack Singley, Madeline Teissler, 

Matthew Temples, Taryn Temples, Ross Thomas, Ian Turner, 

Marena Vittorio, and the Templeton Foundation. God bless you 

all! 

 
 

It is hard to imagine a Menõs Breakfast with more emotions 

than those we experienced at Dodd-Sterling UMC on           

November 8. Rev. Robert Melson had invited Chris Price to 

join us. Following the warm welcome and delicious food, it 

became clear that we were in for a special treat. Robert     

honored Chris by inviting a minister friend of his, Rev.     

William Harris from Liberia, who has a church near Dodd-

Sterling, to conduct a ceremony to make Chris an honorary 

chief. It was the most uproariously funny Menõs Breakfast 

ever. With his noisy shaking gourd and his booming voice, 

Rev. Harris led us all in this joyous activity. He says ð òHey 

Yah! Hey Yah!ó We say ð òYah!ó  He says ð òWhatõs wrong 

with Dr. Price?ó  We say ð òHeõs all right!ó He says ð òWho 

says so?ó We say ð òWe do!ó With that part of the ceremony 

successfully executed after about three cycles, Rev. Harris 

pulls a complete Chiefõs outfit from a shopping bag ð top, 

pants and hat. He offered Chris a few words of wisdom about 

the pants, warning him that he must be sure to tie the     

drawstring securely in order to avoid an embarrassing     

situation. Add to all of this Chrisõs kind and appreciative 

words about Robert Melson and Dodd-Sterling and what you 

have is a memorable event that will bring joy at the very 

thought of the occasion. 
 

Our program next month on December 13 will be a festive 

one. Everyone will be asked to bring a toy. Watch for details. 

(L-r) First row, Madeline Teissler (Snoopy); Second Row, 

Cathy Schreiber (Sally) and Lindy Farley (Lucy); Third Row, 

Jim Giesler (Linus), Tim Bostick (Charlie Brown), and 

Glenda Gray (Schroeder). 

Here we Go A - Caroling!  
 

Join your friends and voices to our church-wide 

Christmas caroling on Sunday, December 21, 

from 5-7 p.m. We will meet at 4:30 p.m. in the 

church parking lot to get organized with         

directions and drivers, and then carpool to     

various locations in the Dunwoody area. We will 

sing Christmas favorites and share with young 

and old the spirit and joy of this Holy season. 

Afterwards, we will have cookies and hot    

chocolate back at the church. Mark your         

calendars and plan to spread some Christmas 

cheer with our members and neighbors in the 

community. 

Lessons & Carols ñ Sunday, December 14, at 10:45 a.m. Come cele-

brate with the choirs, instrumentalists, organ and readers in this traditional     

season favorite. 
 

Christmas Eve ñ Wednesday, December 24 

  5:30 p.m. Family Christmas Service. Young singers please contact Clair 

 or Catherine Anne Thomas if you want to participate in this lively 

 service for all ages. 
 

  11 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service. All (youth, college and adult) 

 singers are invited to join the Chancel Choir in this beautiful     

 service, featuring harp, choir and organ.  

Chris, Robert & Ether Melson 

William Harris  
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òBear one anotherõs burdens, and in 
this way you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.ó                             Galatians 6:2 

Stephen Ministers  
Answering the Need  for Care 

 

Stephen Ministers can provide care for people 
with five different types of needs. The five types 
are crisis care, follow-up care, chronic care,   
preventive care and supportive care. 
 

Follow-up care is commonly needed by people 
recovering from a major life crisis. Often when 
people go through a crisis they receive a lot of 
attention and support. The church, family, 
neighbors, and others will be there to help. What 
about a couple of months later? Typically the level 
of attention, support, and care drops off, but the 
personôs need for care may well grow. Thatôs why 
the follow-up care that Stephen Ministers provide 
is so valuable. They focus on one care receiver, 
so their attention isnôt drawn away by another 
need for care. They can continue the caring   
relationship for as long as the care receiver needs 
it. 
 

For more information on Stephen Ministry or if you 
or someone you know might benefit from the care 
of a Stephen Minister, please contact Laura 
Strange, Stephen Leader, at 770-392-9285 or 
lstrange@rti.org or Tim Bostick at 770-393-1424 
or timbostick@st-lukes-pres.org. 

 

Jeanine Marie Bryant, wife of member, Jim 

Bryant, joined St. Lukeõs by reaffirmation on 

Sunday, November 16. She and Jim live at 

5157-4 Roswell Road, Atlanta, GA 30342. 

She can be reached at 678-358-7172. Her        

e-mail is jeaninepowers@gmail.com. She is an 

underwriter and her hometown is Tampa, 

Florida. Her deacon is Jim Bryant. 

Josie Elizabeth Barrett, joined St. Lukeõs 
by reaffirmation on Sunday, November 16. 

She lives at 4598 Village Oaks Circle,   

Dunwoody, GA 30338-5705. She can be 

reached at 678-939-3913 and her e-mail is 

josie@truenames.com. She has a partner, 

Karen, and a daughter, Kiera. She is a    

student nurse and was raised in the Atlanta 

area. Her deacon is Ellen Womack. 

The Path Ahead 
by Terry Nall, Clerk of Session 

 

We fondly said farewell to our beloved Dr. Chris Price on Sunday, November 16.  It 

was a moving experience and a very emotional worship service. 
 

The transitional period of calling a new permanent Pastor is now underway.  

Guided by prayer and PC(USA) Book of Order, the transitional period is very     

methodical and well planned. 
 

Associate Pastor Shannon Dill was appointed by Session as òActing Head of Staff.ó  

Presbytery of Greater Atlanta appointed Shannon as òActing Moderator of Session.ó  

St. Lukeõs is very blessed with an incredible staff of ordained Associate Pastors and 

non òrdained staff program directors. We are a healthy church with a strong      

leadership team in place. 
 

Our transitional period will likely last approximately 18 months. During this time, 

we will learn that we can love another Pastor. Some members may remember the 

interim period before Dr. Price was called to St. Lukeõs. Our church grew and   

flourished during that transition. With Godõs assistance and active congregational 

involvement, we pray and anticipate the same experience over the next 18 months. 
 

An Annual Meeting of the congregation is expected in early February. A            

Congregational Nominating Committee will be elected at that Annual Meeting.  The 

Congregational Nominating Committee will propose to the congregation a slate of 

nominees for the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC). The PNC is elected by the 

congregation and is responsible for the search of a new permanent pastor. 
 

The work of the PNC will include feedback from the congregation about our desires 

for a new Pastor.  The search for a new Pastor will take much time to complete the 

discernment of Godõs will.  If we allow the discernment process to take its proper 

time, we will ensure a long-term, loving relationship with a new permanent Pastor. 
 

St. Lukeõs is a healthy church with a strong passion for outreach missions and     

congregational care. Together, we will be stronger as a new chapter in our history 

unfolds. 

 

 

 

 

 

The folks at the VA were so appreciative 

and overwhelmed by the generosity of St. 

Lukeõs. They could not believe how 

many books we broughtñbetween 10 

and 15 boxes full. One guy kept saying, 

òThere are still nice people in the world.ó  
 

Vets passing the cart were ready to dive 

in and see what treasures they could find. 
 

Thank you so much! 

Michelle Moebes 
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IQ Plus Winter Basketball 
 

January 24 ñ March 14, 2009 
 

Cost: $125/child 
Second child $25 off or $100 

Boys & Girls, ages 3-14 
 

 

Under the leadership of Coach Jim Merkel, this is a wonderful 
opportunity for your child to build his/her skills in basketball. 
  
Registration has begun. The  registration forms will be on the 
website (www.st-lukes-pres.org) or in the main lobby. All  
completed forms (both sides) and checks need to be dropped 
off to Shirley in the main office. Checks need to be made out 
to òSt. Lukeõs Presbyterian Churchó with òIQ Plus Basketballó 
on the memo line. For any questions, contact Shirley Carrier 
at 770-393-1424.  

 

é
 

Well, we have an opportunity for you to do just 

this thing! St. Lukeõs annual Live Nativity will be 

Wednesday and Thursday, December 17 and 18,  

from 6:00-7:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed. If you 

or your family would like to participate, there is a 

sign-up sheet on the lobby bulletin board or you 

may contact Mary Kent at 770-671-0645 or by e-

mail at  gkent4@aol.com.  
 

This will be a fun event for the whole family. 

There will be live animals from Little Red Barn to 

see/pet and you will probably hear some      

Christmas caroling along the way. 

St. Lukeõs Little Saints 
Preschool & Kindergarten 

Carol Perry, Director 
 

The Little Saints surprised Dr. Price with a song wishing him a Happy Birthday and Good Luck in his new 

venture.   During the Sunday Farewell Luncheon in the Great Hall, a big clown fish swam by to thank Dr. 

Price for generously donating his salt water fish tank, complete with many sea creatures, to the St. 

Lukeõs Little Saints Science Lab.  We will 

The Pre-K and Kindergarten classes      

celebrate Dr. Priceõs birthday. 

(l-r) Andrew Kryshtalowych and Andrew Unold show their         

appreciation for the fish tank donated by Dr. Price.  
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F.E.A.S.T. Registration for Winter/Spring Semester  
 

FEAST is gearing up for another fun semester! Our Wednesday nights of fun, fellowship, and learning will       

resume on January 14.  Dinner begins at 6:00 p.m. and class time is from 6:30 until 7:15 p.m. 
 

How do we sign up? 

This couldnõt be easier. If you were a part of our FEAST program for the fall semester, all you need to do is send an quick e-mail 

to our CE Assistant Liz Catlett, lizcatlett@st-lukes-pres.org. Please include in your message which family members will be      

returning for dinner and classes. Also, please indicate whether you would like to continue (please say yes!) with your fall         

volunteer position. Then you may leave a check for the correct amount in the picnic basket in Sheppard Hall ($30 per person for 

classes; $45 per person for all the dinners). 
 

What are we studying? 

Our preschool friends will continue with òBig, Big Godó...more fun stories, songs, and crafts await! 
 

Our kindergarten, first, second, and third-graders will become òPeacemakersó, as they learn about people who òkept the peaceó 

in Bible times...and how we can do it in school, at home, and in the world today. 
 

Our fourth and fifth-graders will continue with their exploration of Narnia - with games, prizes, and a lot of imagination-driven 

learning! 
 

If you will be new to our FEAST program, weõll be thrilled to include you in the fun! Please pick up and complete a           

registration form located by the picnic basket in Sheppard Halléthen drop your form and your check in the basket.   
 

See the December issue of òSmall Talkó for details.  Questions?...e-mail Catherine Anne Thomas, cathomas@st-lukes-pres.org. 

Follow the Star to Sunday School!  
If youôd like for your child to focus on the real meaning of Christmas, bring them to Sunday School in  

December. Celebrate the season with us each Sunday morning from 9:30 am until 10:30 am.  

Note: There will be no childrenôs Sunday School on December 28th. 
 

Nursery Friends (Infants, Little Walkers, Big Walkers, and Twoôs) ï Rooms 113, 114, 116, 117 
Whether your child needs cuddling or coloring, this is where children learn that church is a warm and caring place.  Weôll 
have some special Christmas books and toys this month! 
 

Godly Play (Threes, Fours, and Fives) ï Room 120 
Advent is here,  so our preschool friends will be using their imaginations to learn about Joseph and Mary,  the Shepherds,  
 and the Magi. 

 

Faith Journey (First Grade through Fifth Grade)  
This month weôre looking ñIn the Mangerò as we continue our Faith Journey.  Our movie, art, storytelling, science and games classes are all packed 
with fun discoveries about this most important lesson.  Donôt miss a week!  Remember, we begin together at 9:30 a.m. in ñThe Atticò. 

 

Small t a lk  
from the Childrenôs Ministries of  

St. Lukeôs 

Happy Birthday, Jesus! 
 

We hope that your family will come help us celebrate the wonder and miracle of Christõs birth on Saturday,      

December 6 at 10:00 a.m.! The Great Hall will be filled with all sorts of activities designed to remind us all of 

the seasonõs real meaning. So before you get buried in wrapping paper and òto-doó lists, take a moment to 

come and create faith-building moments with your church family. 
 

Please tell us how many will attend, either by adding your name to the sign-up sheet in the main lobby or by e-mailing Catherine 

Anne at cathomas@st-lukes-pres.org.  Pizza will be served at 11:30 a.m., followed by birthday cake. Cost is $2 per person. 

Let the Children Sing! 
 

Cherub Choir  
(4 years ~ 1st Grade),5:15 - 6:00 p.m./Chapel 
Director: Yvonne Miller   
December 3rd ñ last Cherub Choir  

  rehearsal until January 
 
 

Westminster Choir:  
2nd - 5th Grade, 5:15 - 6:00 p.m./Choir Room 
December 17 - Christmas Party/Live Nativity  
Director: Clair Maxwell 

Calling All Shepherds, Angels, and Sheep! 
 

Our family Christmas Eve service is set for 5:30 p.m. on       

Wednesday, December 24. Once again, we will have a part for 

every child who would like to join the Nativity story. Simple 

òcostumesó will be available in the narthex when you arrive, so make sure that 

your child selects one before being seated. There will be instructions with each 

costume explaining when each òpartó should come up to the 

front of the church - and when they should return to their 

seat with you. Thanks to all the children for making the 

Christmas story ôcome aliveõ on this very Holy Night! 

mailto:lizcatlett@st-lukes-pres.org
mailto:cathomas@st-lukes-pres.org
mailto:cathomas@st-lukes-pres.org


Page 6                      December 2008                                                        Window to the World 

 

 

 

CONNECT 

Quick Connect 
 

Sun:  
9:30 - 10:30 Sunday School  
11:00 Worship  
5:30 - 7:30 Youth  Connection  
 
Wed:(starts Jan 14):  
6:00 Dinner $5 for youth  
6:30 - 7:15 Youth Choir  
7:30 - 8:30 Youth FEAST  

 

 

We await our savior  
Sunday Nights in December: Dec 7th Great Hall, Dec 14th Christmas parties (check e-mails and website 
for details), December 21st Family Re-Connect. Check the website and e-mails for more information.  

 

ovember brought much to be thankful 
for. For great friends, great times, and 

great memories made. On November 2, two 
gentlemen from Druid Hills Night Shelter 
came to talk with the youth about being 
homeless and their lives as homeless    
people. They did a fantastic job! On       
November 9th we gathered with Dr. Price to 
say farewell to him. It was amazing to see 
how many of the young people at St. Lukeôs 
were baptized by Chris. Certainly, this was a 
fantastic testament to the ministry that God 
has done in this place while Dr. Price served 
St. Lukeôs. In addition to all the celebrations 
surrounding Chrisôs last Sunday, the youth 
trekked to the North Georgia Corn Maze for 
a chilly afternoon and evening wandering 
around a fantastic corn maze.  
 We all had a lot to be thankful for in 
November, and will continue to be thankful 
as we anticipate the coming of our Savior 
during Advent.  

 Advent is a special time in the church 
when we prepare, and when we anticipate 
what God is going to do. It is a time of great 
hope. We pray that you will take some time 
during advent to hope and dream together. 
While we wait with millions of Christians 
around the world, let us rejoice that we have 
someone to wait for.  
 Waiting isnôt easy though. We live in a ñI 
need it nowò type of world. By the time you 
read this, though, Mary and Joseph (two   
teenage parents) will have been waiting for 
many months for their child to be born. The 
Wise Men had been waiting for years and 
years for their sign. So we join them in thankful 
waiting. As have all the Christians before us 
and all those after us, we wait. We hope. We 
give thanks. And we dream of a time when our 
savior walks among us. Advent is upon us. We 
await our savior. 
 

www.stlukespres.blogspot.com 

N 

Some Dates:  
Dec 25: Christmas  
Jan 9 - 11: Sexuality Retreat 
(Calvin Center, if not signed up 
call immediately)  
January 14: FEAST resumes  
January 18: Confirmation starts  
January 18: Sunday Nights Resume  
January 25: Sandwich Project  
 

...And he shall be 
called Emmanuel. 


