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St. Lukeõs Presbyterian Church 
 

1978 Mt. Vernon Road, Dunwoody, GA 30338-4617 

770-393-1424          Fax 770-393-3278          www.slpres.org 
 

8:30 a.m. Chapel Communion Service  ~  9:30 Sunday School ~ 11 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary 

(Nursery Provided for all services and Sunday School)  
 

Office Hours:  8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 

(After hours pastoral emergency, please call one of the pastors at home.) 
 

Church Staff  
 

Pastor, Dr. Jason Whitener 

Associate Pastor, Rev. Shannon Dill 

Associate Pastor, Rev. Phil Brown 

Director of Childrenôs Ministries, Catherine Anne Thomas 

Intern, Youth & Childrenôs Ministries, Kelly Fitzgerald 

Director of Music & Organist, Clair Maxwell 

Director of St. Lukeôs Little Saints Preschool &  

          Kindergarten, Carol Perry 

Administrative Assistants, Shirley Carrier & Liz Catlett 

Facilities Manager, Roby Price 

Receptionists, Sally Hawkins & Betsy Turner 

Treasurer, Gary Phipps 

Pastor Emeritus, Dr. E. Moss Robertson 

 

 

Elders 

Class of 2011: Ken Barton, Jan Billions, Steve Cashwell (Clerk of Session), Doug Chipman,          

Steve Klein, Kay Loerch, Clarice Reid (Youth Elder), Bob Smallwood 

Class of 2012: Bona Allen, John Bradley, Ted Guerrant, Ellie Moorhead, Julie Pile, Laura Strange, 

Beth Underhill 

Class of 2013: Bob Crutchfield, Denis DuBois, David King, Bruce Jones, Nancy Moore, Jennifer Price,             

Mark Rogers. 

Deacons 

Class of 2011:  Carol Ciepluch, Susan Crawford (Moderator), Mark McCann, Janine McKenney,     

Lisa Meyers, Yvonne Miller, Josh Nunez, Ashley Owens, Ellen Womack   

Class of 2012: Jean Cronan, Beth Eisenmesser, Andrew Grinnell, Glenda Gray, Mary Kent,            

Todd Parker, Wayne Radloff, Steve Vail, Ginger Williams  

Class of 2013: Chris Alexander, Brian Anderson, Paula Barbin, Paul Clay, Leigh Ann Haertel,         

Tom McGurk, Tom McKinney, Kelly Sloan, Jennifer Wolfe. 
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Easter Vigil Worship Service 

April 23, 2011 

8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Lukeõs Presbyterian Church 
 

Our Mission: Responding to Godõs call and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we invite all 
to join us in knowing, serving, and sharing Jesus Christ  

here and around the world. 
 

Our Vision: To be a beacon of faith, hope, and love ñ every member  
an active disciple in Christõs ministry. 

 
 

1978 MountVernon Road 
Dunwoody, GA 30338-4617 

Alex and Katie Miller 
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Notes for the Easter Eve Service 
 
 

Thank you for joining us for St. Lukeôs Easter Eve Service. The Easter Eve Service, or Easter Vigil, has 

a history dating back to early Christianity. Traditionally, the Service is composed of four distinct parts: 

The Service of the Light, The Service of the Word, The Service of the Water, and The Service of the 

Bread and Cup. Members of the St. Lukeôs congregation planned and coordinated the Service this year 

following those traditions. The format is quite different from the regular Sunday Service. To make this 

experience meaningful and as easy to follow as possible we offer the following notes: 
 

Follow the Paschal Candle: 

There are four locations being used in this Service. When the candle bearers start moving the candle to a 

new location, please follow the candle. The four locations are: 

Service of the Light:    Great Hall and Sanctuary 

Service of the Word:   Sanctuary 

Service of the Water:   Hannaford Garden 

Service of the Bread and Cup: Chapel 
 

Worshippers with children:  

Given the length of the Service, it is expected that children may get restless. Not to worry!  Worshippers 

are welcome to take breaks as needed. 
 

When to stand, when to sit during the Service: 

An asterisk will denote those times during the Service when the worshippers are asked to stand, if able. 
 

Communion: 

Communion by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup) will be served during the Service of the Bread 

and Cup. Those worshippers choosing to be served at their seats should sit in the right front pew. Only 

grape juice will be used. Children who have been taught the meaning of communion are welcome to   

participate.  
 

Love Feast: 

All worshippers are invited to attend a light Agape meal in the Great Hall immediately following the 

Service. 
 

More information on the Easter Vigil (see back of bulletin for history): 

The Easter Vigil Service traditionally includes four parts: 
 

The Service of the Light, in which the darkness of Maundy Thursday is driven away by light as the 

Paschal Candle is carried into the sanctuary; 
 

The Service of the Word, as the whole history of Godôs creating and redeeming work in Christ is 

told through the reading and enactment of several scriptures; 
 

The Service of the Water, in which we will remember our baptisms; and 
 

The Service of the Bread and Cup, in which we will celebrate communion. 
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Thank you to the following members of St. Lukeôs who offered their time  

and creativity to create this Easter Vigil Service: 

Readers, Leaders, etc. 

Liz McCarty 

Nael McCarty 

Wayne Radloff 

Debie Radloff 

Clair Maxwell 

Cindy Nunez 

Rev. Phil Brown 

Rev. Jason Whitener 

David Reid 

Jim Crone 

Vivian Smith 

Barry Smith 

Parker Cutler 

Brown Cutler 

Jan Billions 

Joe Billions 

Forrest Bell 

Clarice Reid 

Reed Thomas 

 

Cover art 

Alex Miller 

Katie Miller 

Agape Meal 

Ellen Massey 

Martha Knight 

Dorothy Craner 

Edna Schell 

Melba Gay 

 

Sound & Lighting 

Roby Price 

 
 

Easter Sunday Services 

8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Services in the Sanctuary 

Family Worship with nursery for 4 and under 

No Sunday School 
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fragments of the wood of the cross are adorned by all the people, who march past the cross and kiss it. 
 

By the end of the fourth century, this way of commemorating Holy Week was complete, and Augustine 

stated as  accepted fact that ñit is clear from the Gospel on what days the Lord was crucified and rested in the 

tomb and rose againò and that the church has ña requirement of retaining those same days.ò The ancient     

Pascha had been broken into separate commemorations: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and 

Easter Eve and Day, preceded by Passion/Palm Sunday and the lesser days of Holy Week. This is how    

Christians have kept Holy Week ever since.  It consists of Passion/Palm Sunday, Monday in Holy Week, 

Tuesday in Holy Week, Wednesday in Holy Week, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter 

(Eve and Day). The origin of the English term Easter is disputed, but may be derived from an Anglo-Saxon 

spring   goddess named Eastre and her festival.  Other languages such as French, Spanish, and Italian still use 

words derived from Pascha, which make it evident that we are celebrating the Christian Passover. 
 

Excerpted from:  Hickman, Hoyt L., Don E. Saliers, Laurence Hull Stookey, and James F. White, The Handbook of the 

Christian Year, Abingdon Press, Nashville. Chapter 2, ñOrigin of the Christian Yearò, Part D, ñThe Easter Cycleò. 
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Our Strengths: St. Lukeõs continues 
to enjoy the blessings of a number 

of traditional strengths. A new 

strength has been added - expanded 

and    updated facilities. 

The Service of the Light 
   

Tolling of the Bell 
 

* Welcome                Nael McCarty  
 
* Preparation of the Candle                                  Rev. Dr. Jason Whitener 
               
* Greeting                                       Forrest Bell 
 
 Leaders:       Grace and Peace be with you, from Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 People:  And also with you.  
 
 Leaders:  Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night 

 when our Savior, Jesus Christ, passed from death to life,  

 we gather with the Church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. 
 

 This is the Passover of the Lord: through light and the Word, 

 through water, bread and wine,  

 we recall Christôs death and resurrection,  

 we share Christôs triumph over sin and death, 

 and with invincible hope, we await Christôs coming again. 
 

 Hear the word of God: 
 

 In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word  was God.  

 In Him was life, and the light was the life of all people. 

 The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 
* Opening Prayer                         Liz McCarty 
 
* Lighting of the Paschal Candle                             Nael McCarty, Clair Maxwell 

 

 Leaders:   The Light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin and death.   

   The Light of Christ. 

 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
**    Worshippers are asked to follow the Paschal candle into the Sanctuary.    **  

 

** After entering the pews, worshippers will light their own candles from the ushersô candles. **  
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Easter Proclamation                                     Exsultet                    setting by JOHN WEAVER 
 
REFRAIN: 
 

 

  
 
 
      
              
  

                                                       Parker Cutler, Brown Cutler  
Leader:  The Lord be with you. 

 
 

People:  And also with you. 
 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

All:   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
Leader:  Lord God, how wonderful Your care for us!  How boundless Your merciful love!  To     

 ransom a slave You gave away Your Son.  Most blessed of all nights, chosen by God to 

 Christ rising from the dead! 

 

The power of this holy night dispels all evil, washes guilt away, restores lost innocence, 

brings mourners joy; it casts out hatred, brings us peace, and humbles earthly pride.  Night 

truly blessed, when heaven is wedded to earth, and we are reconciled with God!  Therefore,       

gracious God, in the joy of this night, receive our evening sacrifice of praise, Your churchôs 

solemn offering.  May this Easter candle always dispel the darkness of this night! 

 

May the Morning Star, which never sets, find this flame still burning:  Christ, that Morning 

Star, Who came back from the dead, and shed his peaceful light on all creation, Your Son, 

Who lives and reigns forever and ever.  Amen.  
 
 

All:   

 
****    Worshippers are requested to raise their candles, and then extinguish them,  

then pass them to the center aisle for collection    ****  
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Background of Easter Week Celebrations including the Easter Vigil Service 
 

It was very significant to Jesus and his first disciples that he was crucified at Passover time, when Jews 

were commemorating how God had delivered their ancestors from slavery in Egypt, brought them safely 

through the Red Sea, and made them a new people. These earliest Christians realized that they too had been 

delivered by God and were no longer slaves to sin and death. They had been made a free people through the 

suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ.  Referring to the lamb that was sacrificed at Passover, Paul wrote: 
 

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened.  For Christ, our paschal lamb, 

has been sacrificed.  Let us, therefore, celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but 

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.                                                                               (I Corinthians 5:7-8)          
 

The old Jewish event of deliverance was now made completely new in Jesus Christ. Slavery and             

redemption were rehearsed, but in a new sense through release from sin and death by what Christ had done. 
 

Thus, although the early Christians celebrated Godôs saving work in Christ every Lordôs Day, it seemed 

fitting when Passover time came around each year that there be a great yearly Lordôs Day.  Just as the week 

focused on the Lordôs Day, so the year focused on the Pascha (Passover).  Christians observed this Pascha at 

least as early as the second century, and the passage just quoted suggests that they might have observed it in 

New Testament times. 
 

The second and third century church kept the Pascha with services signifying the making of new Christians 

through the acts of baptism, laying on of hands, and first communion. Just as the Pascha commemorated the 

escape from slavery by passage through the Red Sea, so the church saw baptism as burial with Christ in which 

ñwe were buried with him, and lay dead, in order that, as Christ was raised from the deathéwe shall also be 

one with him in a resurrection like hisò (Romans 6:4-5). In the first three centuries, Christôs passion, death, 

and resurrection were commemorated together at the Pascha. Tertullian (Quintus Septimus Florens            

Tertullianus, Roman theologian and Christian apologist, converted to Christianity c.197, and became the most 

formidable defender of the faith in his day) tells us that ñthe Passover affords a more than usually solemn day 

for baptism, when, withal, the Lordôs passion, in which we are baptized, was completed.ò 
 

In the course of the fourth century, the Pascha, which had previously commemorated all the events of the 

last days of Jesus in Jerusalem, was divided into several distinct observances spread over several days. The 

dissolution apparently first occurred in Jerusalem, where time and space came together at the sites of Jesusô 

life and ministry. A need was felt to hold separate services for each event at the holy places to serve the 

throngs of pilgrims who were arriving from all over the world.  Scripture itself was mined for evidence as to 

the time and place of all the events of Christôs last week in Jerusalem. We have a good example of what had 

developed by about A.D. 384, chronicled in the writings of a Spanish woman named Egeria. Her notes,      

apparently written down so she could give talks when she got back home, have survived, and they give us a 

clear insight into how Jerusalem had developed its way of keeping time. These fourth-century developments 

have shaped the Christian practice of Holy Week ever since. 
  

Egeria tells us that Passion/Palm Sunday, or the beginning of Holy Week, is ñthe beginning of the Easter 

Week or, as they call it here, óThe Great Weekôé.All the people go before him [the bishop] with psalms and 

antiphons, all the time repeating, óBlessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.ôò There are minor       

services on the next three days, except that on Wednesday the presbyter reads about Judasô plot to betray    

Jesus, and the ñpeople groan and lament at this reading.ò On Thursday, after everyone has received            

communion, all ñconduct the bishop to Gethsemane.ò And on Friday, services occur on Golgotha, where   



 

Page 12 

 

Notes 
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The Service of the Word 
 
Greeting                              Nael McCarty 
 
The Story of Creation 
 

  Genesis 1: 1 - 2:4a                                    Reed Thomas, David Reid 
   

  Silence and Reflection:  What is God creating or recreating right now?  
 

  *Hymn     Let All Creation Bless the Lord              MIT FREUDEN ZART 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  * Unison Prayer:                 Reed Thomas, David Reid 

Almighty and eternal God, You created all things in wonderful beauty and order. Help us 

now to perceive how still more wonderful is the new creation, by which in the fullness of time 

You redeemed Your people through the sacrifice of our Passover, Jesus Christ, Who lives 

and reigns forever and ever.  AMEN. 

© 1989 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

under OneLicense.net A-719333  
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The Flood 
 
 

  Genesis 7:11-16, 8:6-12, 9:8-13                               Liz McCarty 
 
  Silence and Reflection:  Where do you see signs of trusting in Godôs covenant? 

 
  *Hymn      Sing! A New Creation            EBENEZER 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

© 2001, 2007 Wayne Leopold Editions. All rights 

reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719333  
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All:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leader: Through Him all glory and honor are Yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
 
All:   Amen. 

 
* Hymn No. 2278 �7�K�H���/�R�U�G�¶�V���3�U�D�\�H�U               OPPENHEIMER 
 

   The Giving of the Bread and Cup                   Rev. Phil Brown 
 

   Communion of the People (by intinction) 
 

    Music During Communion This is the Body                John Bell 

   
   Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving                          Clarice Reid 
 

*  Hymn #104 Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!              HYMN TO JOY 
 

*  Charge and Blessing                    Rev. Phil Brown 
 

** Immediately following the Service, 

worshippers are invited to an Agape meal in the Great Hall**  

 

© 1998 GIA/Iona Community/WGRG. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719333  


