Easter Vigil Worship Service
April 23, 2011

St . Lukeds Presbyterian C
1978 Mt. Vernon Road, Dunwoody, GA 3033817
7703931424 Fax 773933278 www.slpres.org

8:30 a.m. Chapel Communion Service ~ 9:30 Sunday School ~ 11 a.m. Worship Service in the Sanctuary
(Nursery Provided for all services and Sunday School)

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.4:30 p.m. MondayFriday
(After hours pastoral emergency, please call one of the pastors at home.)
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Our M/ ssion.:. Responding o Godods a
to join us in knowing, serving, and sharing Jesus Christ
here and around the world.
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Notes for the Easter Eve Service

Thank you for joining us for St. Lukebds Eas
a history dating back to early Christianity. Traditionally, the Service is composed of four distinct
The Service of the Light, The Service of the Word, The Service of the Water, and The Service]
Bread and Cup. Members of the St. Lukebs cd
following those traditions. The format is quite different from the regular Sunday Service. To mak
experience meaningful and as easy to follow as possible we offer the following notes:

Follow the Paschal Candle:

t el
parts:
of th
ng
(e this

There are four locations being used in this Service. When the candle bearers start moving the candle t

new location, please follow the candle. The four locations are:
Service of the Light: Great Hall and Sanctuary

Service of the Word: Sanctuary
Service of the Water: Hannaford Garden
Service of the Bread and Cup:  Chapel

Worshippers with children:
Given the length of the Service, it is expected that children may get restless. Not to worry! Wors
are welcome to take breaks as needed.

When to stand, when to sit during the Service:
An asterisk will denote those times during the Service when the worshippers are asked to stand,

Communion:

Communion by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup) will be served during the Service of the
and Cup.Those worshippers choosing to be served at their seats should sit in the right frontQuaw
grape juice will be used. Children who have been taught the meaning of communion are welc
participate.

Love Feast:
All worshippers are invited to attend a light Agape meal in the Great Hall immediately followin
Service.

More information on the Easter Vigil (see back of bulletin for history):
The Easter Vigil Service traditionally includes four parts:

The Service of the Light, in which the darkness of Maundy Thursday is driven away by light
Paschal Candle is carried into the sanctuary;

The Service of the Word, as the
told through the reading and enactment of several scriptures;

The Service of the Water, in which we will remember our baptisms; and
The Service of the Bread and Cup, in which we will celebrate communion.
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Holy Week

Thank you to the foll owing members

and creativity to create this Easter Vigil Service:

Readers, Leaders, etc.
Liz McCarty
Nael McCarty

Barry Smith
Parker Cutler
Brown Cutler

Agape Meal
Ellen Massey

Martha Knight

Wayne Radloff Jan Billions Dorothy Craner
Debie Radloff Joe Billions Edna Schell
Clair Maxwell Forrest Bell Melba Gay
Cindy Nunez Clarice Reid

Rev. Phil Brown Reed Thomas Sound & Lighting
Rev. Jason Whitener Roby Price
David Reid Cover art

Jim Crone Alex Miller

Vivian Smith Katie Miller

Easter Sunday Services
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Services in the Sanctuary
Family Worship with nursery for 4 and under
No Sunday School
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fragments of the wood of the cross are adorned by all the people, who march past the cross and kiss it. The Service of the Light

By the end of the fourth century, this way of commemorating Holy Week was complete, and Augustine

L : Tolling of the Bell
stated as accepted fact that dit is clear from

tomb and rose againo and that the church has| Aa “Welcome Nael McCarty
Pascha had been broken into separate commemorations: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, ar

Easter Eve and Day, preceded by Passion/Palm Sunday and the lesser days of Holy Week. This|is hc +*Preparation of the Candle Rev. Dr. Jason Whitener
Christians have kept Holy Week ever since. It consists of Passion/Palm Sunday, Monday in Holy Week

Tuesday in Holy Week, Wednesday in Holy Week, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter *Greeting Forrest Bell
(Eve and Day). The origin of the English teEuasteris disputed, but may be derived from an An§iaxon

spring goddess named Eastre and her festival. Other languages such as French, Spanish, and Italian still Leaders: Grace and Peace be with you, from Jesus Christ our Lord.

words derived fronPaschawhich make it evident that we are celebrating the Christian Passover.
People: And also with you.
Excerpted from: Hickman, Hoyt L., Don E. Saliers, Laurence Hull Stookey, and James F.TWhittandbook of the
Christian Year Abi ngdon Press, Nashville. Chapter 2, AOrjgi Leaders: Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night

when our Savior, Jesus Christ, passed from death to life,

we gather with the Church throughout the world in vigil and prayer.

This is the Passover of the Lord: through light and the Word,

through water, bread and wine,

we recall Christbés death and resurrec
we share Christbdés triumph over sin ar
and with invincible hope, we await CF

Hear the word of God:

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Wasd>od.
In Him was life, and the light was the life of all people.
The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.

*Opening Prayer Liz McCarty
*Lighting of the Paschal Candle Nael McCarty, Clair Maxwell
Leaders: The Light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin and death.

The Light of Christ.

People: Thanks be to God.
A Leader Al
—— !
~ = - = ~ — = ]
The light of Christ. Thanks be ) God.

** Worshippers are asked to follow the Paschal candle into the Sanctuaty

*After entering the pews, worshippers wfl|l [
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Easter Proclamation Exsultet setting by JOHN WEAVER

REFRAIN:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:
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Je - sus Christour King is - en!

Parker Cutler, Brown Cutler
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Lord God, how wonderful Your care for us! How boundless Your merciful love! To
ransom a slave You gave away Your Son. Most blessed of all nights, chosen by God to
Christ rising from the dead!

The power of this holy night dispels all evil, washes guilt away, restores lost innocenct
brings mourners joy; it casts out hatred, brings us peace, and humbles earthly pride. Nig
truly blessed, when heaven is wedded to earth, and we are reconciled with God! Therefo
gracious God, in the joy of this night,
solemn offering. May this Easter candle always dispel the darkness of this night!

May the Morning Star, which never sets, find this flame still burning: Christ, that Morning
Star, Who came back from the dead, and shed his peaceful light on all creation, Your Sc
Who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.
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Worshippers are requested to raise their candles, and then extinguish them,
then pass them to the center aisle for collectiof***
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Background of Easter Week Celebrations including the Easter Vigil Service

It was very significant to Jesus and his first disciples that he was crucified at Passover time, when Jew

were commemorating how God had delivered their ancestors from slavery in Egypt, brought them

safely

through the Red Sea, and made them a new people. These earliest Christians realized that they too had b
delivered by God and were no longer slaves to sin and death. They had been made a free people through

suffering, death, and resurrection of Christ. Referring to the lamb that was sacrificed at Passover, Paul

wrote

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our paschal lamb
has been sacrificed. Let us, therefore, celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and évil, bt

with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (I Corinthians 5:78)

The old Jewish event of deliverance was now made completely new in Jesus Christ. Slaver
redemption were rehearsed, but in a new sense through release from sin and death by what Christ had

Thus, although the early Christians <celebrat

y anc
done.

ed

fitting when Passover time came around each year
focused on the Lor doés Bascha(Passovert Klaistigne @servéd ths Pascha at o
least as early as the second century, and the passage just quoted suggests that they might have obsgrved

New Testament times.

The second and third century church kept the Pascha with services signifying the making of new Christian

through the acts of baptism, laying on of hands, and first communion. Just as the Pascha commemor
escape from slavery by passage through the Red Sea, so the church saw baptism as burial with Christ

ated t
in whi

Awe were buried with him, and | ay dead, i n order

one with him in a resufF).ecltmomnhei kier ©itit soh ( KRe m

aaeims

and resurrection were commemorated together at the Pascha. Tertullian (Quintus Septimus Florer

Tertullianus, Roman theologian and Christian apologist, converted to Christianity ¢.197, and became th
formi dable defender of the faith in his day) t
for baptism, when, withal, the Lordés passion,

In the course of the fourth century, the Pascha, which had previously commemorated all the events
last days of Jesus in Jerusalem, was divided into several distinct observances spread over several d
di ssolution apparently first occurred in Jeru
life and ministry. A need was felt to hold separate services for each event at the holy places to se
throngs of pilgrims who were arriving from all over the world. Scripture itself was mined for evidence
the time and place of alll the events of Chris
developed by about A.D. 384, chronicled in the writings of a Spanish woman named Egeria. Her
apparently written down so she could give talks when she got back home, have survived, and they g
clear insight into how Jerusalem had developed its way of keeping time. Thesectmirtlty developments
have shaped the Christian practice of Holy Week ever since.

Egeria tells us that Passion/ Palm Sunday, or
Week or, as they call it here, O6The Great Wee
antiphons, al |l the time repeating, OBl essed i
services on the next three days, except t hat
Jesus, and the fdApeople groan and | ament at

communi on, al | Aconduct the bishop to Get hsen
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Notes
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Greeting

The Story of Creation

Genesis 1: 1 2:4a

The Service of the Word

Nael McCarty

Reed Thomas, David Reid

Silence and ReflectiorWhat is God creating or recreating right now?

*Hymn Let All Creation Bless the Lord MIT FREUDEN ZART
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up a hymn of glo - 1y; let all who know God’s
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Sing, wind and rain! Sing, snow and sleet!Make mu - sic, day, night,
Lithe wa - ter - life, bright air-borne birds, wild rov - ing beasts, tame
No tonguebe sil - ent; sing your part, you hum-ble souls and

# | n I |

*Unison Prayer:
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cold and heat: ex - alt the God who made you.
flocks and herds: ex - alt the God who made you.
meek of heart: ex - alt the God who made you.
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© 1989 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted
under OnelLicense.net-A19333

Reed Thomas, David Reid

Almighty and eternal God, You created all things in wonderful beauty and order. Help us
now to perceive how still more wonderful is the new creation, by which in the fullness of time

You redeemed Y

our people through the sacrifice of our Passover, Jesus Christ, Who lives

and reigns forever and ever. AMEN.
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The Flood

Genesis 7:1116, 8:612, 9:813 Liz McCarty
Silence and Refl ection: Where do you see signs All:
*Hymn Sing! A New Creation EBENEZER

Leader: Through Him all glory and honor are Yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
All: Amen.
*Hymn No. 2278 7KH /RUGYV 3UD\HU OPPENHEIMER
The Giving of the Bread and Cup Rev. Phil Brown

Communion of the People (by intinction)

Music During Communion This is the Body John Bell

© 1998 GlA/lona Community/WGRG. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense #9383

Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving Clarice Reid
* Hymn #104 Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna! HYMN TO JOY
* Charge and Blessing Rev. Phil Brown

** Immediately following the Service,

worshippers are invited to an Agape meal in the Great Hall**
© 2001, 2007 Wayne Leopold Editions. All rights
reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.ngt1A8333

Page 6 Page 11



