December 24, 2011
Nativity of Jesus
5:30 p.m. Worship Service

St . Lukeods Pres



Prelude The First Noel arr. Steve Calderone

Celebration of Community Shannon Dill

Advent Wreath ~ The Christ Candle Joyce & George Cook,
Krissy, Chip, Marjee & Avery Williams

A*Carol Oh, Come, Little Children Christopher Von Schmidt

Oh, come, little children, oh, come, one and all,

To Bethlehem haste, to the manger so small.
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To be your Redeemer, your Joy and Delight.
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Draw near by the bright gleaming starlight to see,

In swaddling clothes lying, so meek and so mild,
And purer than angels, the heavenly Child.

The First Christmas, Simply Told

God Prepares the Way.

ACarol Prepare the Way BEREDEN %G FOR HERRAN

Prepare the way, O Zion, Your Christ is drawing near!

Let every hill and valley, a level way appear.

Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.
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His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth and love.

Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding.
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The Angel Speaks to Joseph
Joseph and Mary Begin Their Journey.

*congregation standing, who are ableAseating of worshippers.




Carol O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in.

Mary and Joseph Find a Place to Sleep.

Anthem A Christmas Prayer Jess Cates & Tony Wood
. 3 Nativity Ensemble o o . B
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friends, and laughter, love ever after and dreams that come true.

Thank You for Your many blessings. Thank You for Your constant care. | thank You, for
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filled with danger came a Child in a manger, a Savior and Friend!

The Angels Appear to the Shepherds.

. Little Angels (children with halos) may now walk up
@?é to the Chancel area, following the leading angels and take a seat on the steps.

*Carol Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN
Hark! The herald angels sing, Christ, by highest heaven adored,
O'"1 10U O OEA 1 Ax ATl OlcChrstEthe@gerlasting Lord!
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, Late in time behold Him come,
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Joyful all ye nations, rise, Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Join the triumph of the skies; Hail the incarnate Deity,
With the angelic host proclaim, Pleased in flesh with us to dwell,
O#EOEOO EO AT O1 EIT " Aésksl diEAnandel.
Hark! The herald angels sing, Hark! The herald angels sing,
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The Shepherds Visit Jesus.

o Following the leading shepherds, shepherds and sheep
4‘ @ (children with shepherd hats and sheep ears) may now walk up
to the Chancel area and take a seat on the steps with the Angels.

The Sky is Filled with Little Stars.
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may walk up to the Chancel area and take a seat on the steps
with the Angels and Shepherds.

Like a Child Daniel Charles Damon
Allie and Elise Hearn

Like a child love would send to reveal and to mend, like a child and a friend, Jesus comes.
Like a child we may find claiming heart, soul and mind, like a child, strong and kind, Jesus
comes.

Like a child we will meet, ragged clothes, dirty feet, like a child on the street, Jesus comes.
Like a child we once knew coming back into view, like a child born anew, Jesus comes.

Like a child born to pray and to show us the way, like a child here to stay, Jesus comes.
Like a child we receive all that love can conceive, like a child we believe Jesus comes.

King Herod Sends the Wise Men.

*Carol We Three Kings of Orient Are THREE KINGS OF ORIENT
We three kings of Orient are, O star of wonder; star of night,
Bearing gifts we traverse afar, Star with royal beauty bright;
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, Westward leading, still proceeding,
Following yonder star. Guide us to they perfect light!

The Wise Men Follow the Star.
Christmas Message Shannon Dill
The Angels, Shepherds, Sheep and Stars Sing.

Carol Away in a Manger MUELLER

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. The
stars in the sky looked down where He lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.



2%} After a time, the shepherds went back to their fields glorifying and
AI' praising God for all they had seen and heard. They took their sheep with them.
(Little Shepherds and Sheep go back to their seats.)

The wise men, having been warned in a dream not to return to King Herod,

returned to their country by a different way.
(Wise Men go down the aisle.)

@} The angels went back to heaven.
P (Angels go back to their seats.)

And the stars in the skies disappeared with the dawn.

i« -
“ (Bethlehem Star and Little Stars go back to their seats.)
el Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus went home by a different way.

Offering Invitation
Offering & Offertory Silent Night arr. Steve Calderone

*Christmas Doxolo@y ushers reach chancel steps, please stand 0 ¢t GOBIE LEt

Glory be to God the Father, glory be to Christ the Son,
Glory to the Holy Spirit, glory to the Three -in-One.

Here we offer to You gladly all the gifts that You impatrt,
As we glory in Your Presence, giving from a grateful heart.

*Prayer of Dedication and a Christmas Prayer

Leader: It was cold and Mary and Joseph were fearful.

ALL:  But that did not stop the birth.

Leader: They were poor and had no place fitting for their child.

ALL: Butthat did not stop the birth.

Leader: They were uncertain about what God wanted for them.

ALL: Butthat did not stop the birth.

Leader: And today we are still sometimes cold and fearful, certainly poor in many ways.

ALL:  We often feel that we have no place and are unclear about what God wants of
us;

Leader: But these things did not stop the birth of Jesus then, nor will they now.

ALL:  Lord Jesus be born in us today!

Lighting of the Candles
(Acolytes and ushers will bring light from the Christ Candle and will light a candle at the end of
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*Carol Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT

1. Silent night, holy night, 3. Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright, 31T T &£ "TAh 11 0A60 bOC
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, Radiant beams from Thy holy face,

Holy Infant so tender and mild, With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Sleep in heavenly peace, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth,

Sleep in heavenly peace. Jesus, Lord at Thy birth.

2. Silent night, holy night, 4. Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight, Wondrous star, lend thy light;
Glories stream from heaven afar, With the angels let us sing,
(AAGATT U ET OO0 OEIT Ch Allellid td dubing; N
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born,

#EOEOO OEA 3AO0OEI O EO Efliri@theSavior is born.
*Christmas Blessing

*Postlude Sing We Now of Christmas arr. Mark Hayes

Thanks to all the children who drew an original nativity scene for our Christmas art exhibit! Elli
McGoldrick submitted the piece chosen for our bulletin cover this evening. Please visit our
OCAI 1 AOus ET OEA PAOIT O xAl ExAU O OAA OEA O
children!

Participants

Innkeeper Mary Sheep Guiding Stars
Claire Cummiskey Christine Crutchfield  Chloé(from the Little  Callie Dill
Red Barn) Maddie Dill
Field Angel Joseph
Emily Vail Bob Crutchfield Shepherds Bethlehem Star
Nelson Cummiskey Alex Wallace
Angels Baby Jesus Pierce Fernandez
Bailey Baldwin Henry Crutchfield Ryan Fernandez Wise Men
Ansley Crutchfield Yates Parker Forrest Bell
Landis Mangum Live Sheep Shephefpn Wassell Peyton Bell
Valentina Thelen Katie Ryan Scott Whitener Chris Guerrant
Ansley Wassell Reed Thomas

...and all the children who joined us this evening!
Stage Managelisane LeMaster & Bob Mullen NarratorsMaria & Tony Barnhart

Backstage Managevighelle & Steve Vail PianoKelda Hearn
Lighting & SoundSordon Owens
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Valentina Thelen Ryan Altera

Drawing on the cover by Elli McGoldrick, age 5




